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“identifying themselves with Jehovah’s organization is essential to their salvation.” (Kingdom Ministry, Nov 1990, 1)
“The Catholic Church occupies a very significant position in
the world and claims to be the way of salvation for hundreds of
millions of people. Any organization that assumes that position
should be willing to submit to scrutiny and criticism.” (Awake,
Aug 22, 1984, p. 28)
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OLIN MOYLE SUIT AGAINST THE SOCIETY
0lin Moyle was Head Legal Counsel of the Society from 1935 to 1939. He had a falling out
with Judge Rutherford and, following a smear campaign by the Society, sued for libel. The suit
was filed in 1940. Moyle won his case but the Society appealed twice after that, taking it all the
way to the New York Appellate Court where the Society ran out of appeals. By that time, Rutherford
had died. Moyle did not receive all that he had specified in his suit. It was finally cut down to
$15,000. The Society leaders were so enraged at Moyle, they paid him the money in silver
because they considered him to be Judas.
In 1935, Moyle sold his home and belongings and moved with his family from Wisconsin to
Bethel in Brooklyn. While Moyle worked with the Watchtower’s legal department his wife, Phoebe,
worked as a chambermaid in the Bethel home and their son Peter worked in the cafeteria and
later in the press room as a linotype operator.
Moyle had been greatly disturbed by the free use and defense of alcohol at headquarters as
well as filthy language and dirty jokes as well as the dictatorship of Rutherford. Reproduced here
is a letter Moyle wrote to his “home” congregation in Wisconsin and two letters he wrote to
Rutherford complaining about these conditions at Bethel, accusing Rutherford of complicity.
Rutherford exploded, immediately kicked Moyle and his wife out of Bethel, immediately having
all their belongings dumped on the sidewalk outside. Not content with these actions, Rutherford
slandered Moyle and his wife in the pages of the Watchtower in October, 1939. The complete
trial transcript of Moyle vs. Rutherford can be found on this website.
Two things may have prompted Moyle’s filing the lawsuit for slander. Of course, the slanderous
attack by Rutherford furnished the primary reason. The second reason may have been that
Rutherford strongarmed Moyle’s son, Peter, by threats and intimidation. As a result, Peter sided
with Rutherford. This divided the Moyle family and further pushed Moyle to sue.
On the following pages is reproduced copies of Moyle’s original letters along with the pages
from the Watchtower carrying Rutherford’s attack on Moyle and the public “confession” of Peter
Moyle. The letters were originally furnished to me in 1973 by Roy D. Goodrich of Back to the
Bible Way, in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. The letters Goodrich provided me had been available to
anyone on request, along with some other material. Now, however, they are posted on the internet
on several websites so that they are more available.
The story of Goodrich is interesting in itself as it relates to the history and nonsense of the
Society. For many years, Goodrich had been a Witness in the 1920s, before they were called
Jehovah’s Witnesses. He worked at Bethel headquarters. But he was disfellowshipped by
Rutherford over an article Goodrich wrote in Golden Age in March of 1930. Goodrich was waging
a campaign against a quack medical machine, the Ocilloclast. The machine was endorsed and
encouraged by Rutherford so that it was used extensively at Bethel and across the nation to, it
was claimed, diagnose and cure disease; it was a fraud. The enraged Rutherford had Goodrich
kicked out.
Following the letters are the pages from the October, 1939, Watchtower where Rutherford
slandered Moyle that then prompted Moyle’s lawsuit. The Watchtower attack on Moyle carries
the signatures of “Fred W. Franz, N. H. Knorr, Grant Suiter, T. J. Sullivan, W. P. Heath, W. H.
Reimer, W. E. Van Amburgh, M. Goux, C. A. Wise, C. J. Woodworth. Approved for publication J.
F. Rutherford, Pres.” This is why others were included in Moyle’s lawsuit.
Rutherford never even tried to refute Moyle’s accusations. See that in the Watchtower
pages. Moyle’s letters detail the character of Rutherford moreso than any other testimony. But
Rutherford considered any criticism of himself to be a wicked attack on God.
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Sept. 25, 1939
To: Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Dear Brethren:
On March 21st of this year I was excommunicated from the Milwaukee Company of Jehovah’s
Witnesses under orders from the Society’s president. Many of you brethren are still in Ignorance
of this fact, and some have inquired as to why sister Moyle and I do not now attend meetings.
Others have wondered about the controversy between Judge Rutherford and myself. During the
year you have heard and read just one side of that controversy - the Society’s side - and strenuous efforts have been made to keep you from knowing any facts I might present. Any consideration of my side of the case is branded by the Society as an act of treason against the “Theocracy” and a stirring up of dissension.
In order that you may know some of the FACTS, I am attaching to this letter copies of two
letters to Judge Rutherford, to wit: First: my letter of July 21, 1939, tendering my resignation as
the Society’s counselor. Second: Copy of letter of May 18, 1940, reviewing Judge Rutherford’s
subsequent actions in the matter. These letters contain FACTS of which the Society’s president
is desperately trying to keep you and all of Jehovah’s Witnesses in ignorance.
Many have wondered why the Judge has waged such a malicious and vindictive campaign
against me. There is just one answer: FEAR. The whole story was not told in my letter of protest.
There are many additional FACTS about this self-styled administrator of “The Theocracy”, which
if generally known would cause him to be looked upon with abhorrence and disgust. FEAR of
exposure impelled him to embark on a smearing campaign against my good name and reputation with the purpose of thoroughly discrediting me in the eyes of his supporters. FEAR is the
motive which causes him to blacken others rather than have his own misdeeds brought to light.
FEAR of the truth has brought to birth many a religious inquisition and Judge Rutherford follows
in that well beaten path. Whether the whole story of his monumental deception of God’s people
shall be published is a matter of time and the Lord’s leadings to determine.
For more than twenty years Sister Moyle and I gave our best efforts and service to the work
directed by the Society. We did this as unto the Lord and it has been heart-rending for us to
believe that the organization has departed from the faith. BUT WE CANNOT DENY FACTS.
The Society’s intolerant attitude and practices cannot be reconciled with Christianity. Real Bible
study has been gagged and suppressed by the organization. The comforting doctrines of Restitution, Resurrection and the Kingdom have been set aside and are replaced with the wondrous
delusion that the Jonadab babies will fill the earth. God’s people among Jehovah’s Witnesses
are being ensnared into bondage to a Rutherford Hiearchy which is of the same order and just as
intolerant as the Papal machine. Truly the message, “Come out of her my people, that ye be not
partakers of her sins,” applies as fully to the Watch Tower organization as to any other false
religious organization.
It is my hope and prayer that this letter and its accompanying enclosures will help some to
break these chains of restraint and come forth into the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free.
Your brother in His service,
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Olin R. Moyle

July 21, 1939

OLIN R. MOYLE Counselor
117 Adams Street. Brooklyn . New York
Telephone Triangle 5-1474
July 21, 1939
Judge J. F. Rutherford, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Dear Brother Rutherford:
This letter is to give you notice of our intention to leave Bethel on September 1st next. The
reasons for leaving are stated herein and we ask that you give them careful and thoughtful
consideration.
Conditions at Bethel are a matter of concern to all of the Lord’s people. Nowhere among
imperfect men can there be perfect freedom from oppression, discrimination and unfair treatment, but at the Lord’s headquarters on earth conditions should be such that injustice would be
reduced to the minimum. That is not the case here at Bethel and a protest should be made
against it. I am in a good position to make such protest because your treatment of me has been
generally kind, considerate and fair. I can make this protest in the interests of the Bethel family
and of the Kingdom work without any personal interest entering into the matter.
Treatment of Bethel Family.
Shortly after coming to Bethel we were shocked to witness the spectacle of our brethren
receiving what is designated as a “trimming” from you. The first, if memory serves me correct,
was a tongue lashing given to C. J. Woodworth. Woodworth in a personal letter to you stated
something to the effect that it would be serving the devil to continue using our present day
calendar. For that he was humiliated, called a jackass, and given a public lambasting. Others
have been similarly treated. McCaughey, McCormick, Knorr, Prosser, Price, Van Sipma, Ness
and others have been similarly scolded. They have been publicly called to account, condemned,
and reprimanded without any previous notice. This summer some of the most unfair public reproaches have been given.
J. Y. McCauley asked a question which carried with it a criticism of the present method of
Watch Tower study. For that he was severely reprimanded. Your action constituted a violation of
the principle for which we are fighting, to wit, freedom of speech. It was the action of a boss and
not that of a fellow servant. Securing an efficient mode of study with imperfect study leaders is
no easy task, and no method yet produced has proved to be one hundred per cent perfect. You
stated that no complaints had come to you concerning this method of study. If that be the case
you have not had all the facts presented to you. There is complaint in various places that the
Watch Tower studies have degenerated into mere reading lessons. It may be that the present
method is the best that can be used, but in view of known limitations honest criticism should not
be censored nor honest critics punished.
Brother Worsley received a public denunciation from you because he prepared and handed
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to brethren a list of helpful Scripture citations on fundamental topics. How can we consistently
condemn religionists for being intolerant when you exercise intolerance against those who work
with you? Doesn’t this prove that the only freedom permitted at Bethel is freedom to do and say
that which you wish to be said and done? The Lord certainly never authorized you to exercise
such high handed authority over your fellow servants.
Since the Madison Square Garden meeting there has been a distressing condition of restraint and suspicion at Bethel. The ushers were placed in a tough spot but did an excellent piece
of work. They exercised care and diligence in watching arrivals at the Garden, and prevented a
number of suspicious characters from entering. They were on the job immediately when the
disturbance started and quelled a disturbance which would have otherwise reached serious proportions. But for two weeks following the convention there has been constant criticism and condemnation of them from you. They have been charged with dereliction of duty and labeled as
“sissies”. To see some of these boys break down and cry because of your unkind remarks is, to
say the least saddening.
The brethren at Bethel have thoroughly demonstrated their loyalty and devotion to the Lord,
and do not need to be berated for wrong doing. A suggestion or a kindly admonition from you
would be more than sufficient to check any wrongful action, and would eliminate resentment and
induce greater happiness and comfort for the whole family. You have stated many times that
there are no bosses in the Lord’s organization but the undeniable fact cannot be evaded that
your actions in scolding and upbraiding these boys are the actions of a boss. It makes one sick at
heart and disgusted to listen to them. If you will cease smiting your fellow servants Bethel will be
a happier place and the Kingdom work will prosper accordingly.
Discrimination
We publish to the world that all in the Lord’s organization are treated alike, and receive the
same as far as this world’s goods are concerned. You know that is not the case. The facts cannot
be denied. Take for instance the difference between the accommodations furnished to you, and
your personal attendants, compared with those furnished to some of your brethren. You have
many many homes, to wit, Bethel, Staten Island, California etc. I am informed that even at the
Kingdom Farm one house is kept for your sole use during the short periods you spend there. And
what do the brethren at the farm receive? Small rooms, unheated thru the bitter cold winter
weather. They live in their trucks like campers. That may be all right if necessary, but there are
many houses on the farm standing idle or used for other purposes, which could be used to give
some comfort to those who work so long and so hard.
You work in a nice air conditioned room. You and your attendants spend a portion of the
week in the quiet of country surroundings. The boys at the factory diligently work thru the hot
summer months without such helps, or any effort made to give them. That is discrimination which
should receive your thoughtful consideration.
Marriage
Here again is shown unequal and discriminatory treatment. One brother left Bethel some
time ago for the purpose of getting married, and, so I am informed, was refused the privilege of
pioneering in New York, apparently as an official disapproval of his action in leaving Bethel. On
the other hand when Bonnie Boyd got married she didn’t have to leave Bethel. She was permitted to bring her husband into Bethel in spite of the printed rule providing that both marrying
parties should have lived there for five years.
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Harsh treatment of one and favored treatment of another is discrimination, and should not
have a place in the Lord’s organization.
Filthy and Vulgar Language
The Biblical injunctions against unclean, filthy speaking and jesting have never been abrogated. It is shocking and nauseating to hear vulgar speaking and smut at Bethel. It was stated by
a sister that was one of the things you had to get used to at Bethel. The loudest laughter at the
table comes when a filthy or near filthy joke goes through, and your skirts are not clear.
Liquor
Under your tutelage there has grown up a glorification of alcohol and condemnation of total
abstinence which is unseemly. Whether a servant of Jehovah drinks alcoholic liquor is none of
my business, except in giving a helping hand to a brother who is stumbled thereby. Whether I am
a total abstainer is nobody’s business but my own. But not so at Bethel. There appears to be a
definite policy of breaking in new comers into the use of liquor, and resentment is shown against
those who do not join them. The claim is made, “One can’t be a real Bethelite without drinking
beer.” Shortly after we arrived it was arrogantly stated, “we can’t do much with Moyle, but we’ll
make a man out of Peter.” A New York brother intimated that I was out of harmony with the truth
and with the Society because I didn’t drink liquor. A New York sister stated that she had never
used liquor or served it until some of the Bethel boys insisted upon it. A brother who used to drink
liquor to excess became a total abstainer after getting the truth. He knew that a single drink of
liquor would start him off to his former drinking habits, but in spite of that brethren from Bethel
insisted upon his imbibing liquor and inferred that he was out of harmony with the organization
through refusing. Total abstainers are looked upon with scorn as weaklings. You have publicly
labeled total abstainers as prudes and therefore must assume your share of the responsibility for
the Bacchus like attitude exhibited by members of the family.
These are a few of the things which should have no place in the Lord’s organization. There
are other more grievous injustices but I have had no personal contact with them and therefore do
not discuss them.
It hasn’t been an easy or pleasant task to write these things to you, and its still harder to
make this protest effective by leaving Bethel. We sold our home and business when we came to
Bethel and fully intended to spend the rest of our lives at this place in the Lord’s service. We
leave in order to register most emphatically our disagreement with the unjust conditions related
in this letter. We are not leaving the Lord’s service but will continue to serve Him and His organization as fully as strength and means will allow.
Neither am I running away from battling the Devil’s crowd in the courts. I expect to return to
the private practice of law, probably in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and hope to be in the fight in every
way possible. With this letter I am enclosing a statement of the major cases now pending in
which I am actively participating. It would be unreasonable and unfair to drop these matters into
your lap without further assistance or consideration. I am ready and willing to press these issues
in the courts just as vigorously and carefully as though I remained at Bethel, and will do so if that
is your desire.
We have considered this action for some time, but this letter is delivered to you just as we
are leaving on a vacation trip for very specific reasons. First: It is desirable that you take time for
thought and consideration of the matters herein set forth before taking any action. Hasty and ill
considered action might be regrettable. Second: Frankly I have no desire for a verbal argument
with you over these matters. I have had plenty of occasion to observe that a controversial matter
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does not receive a calm and reasoned discussion of the facts. Too often it turns into a denunciation of some person by you.
I am not interested in that kind of a wordy battle. These statements are the reasons presented by Sister Moyle and myself for leaving Bethel. If we speak erroneously or wrongfully we
are responsible before the Lord for so speaking. If we speak truthfully, and we stoutly contend
that everything here related is the truth, then there is an immediate responsibility on your part to
remedy the conditions necessitating this protest. May the Lord direct and guide you into fair and
kindly treatment of your fellow servants is my with and prayer.
Your Brother in the Kings service,
Olin R. Moyle
P.S. Should you desire to write to me concerning these matters during vacation a letter will
reach me at Ticonderoga, New York, General Delivery after July 29th.

May 18, 1940
Judge J.F. Rutherford,
124 Columbia Heights
Brooklyn, New York
Dear Brother Rutherford:
Recently the Milwaukee Company Servant, in accordance with your directions, handed me
a letter excommunicating me from the Milwaukee Company, at the same time stating, “I am sorry
to do this Olin. I like you as a man, but you are in bad with the Society.” He well knew that my
course of action in Milwaukee had always been in harmony with the Truth, but nevertheless felt
obligated to put on the ban of excommunication because you desired it. Some others of the
Company took a similar stand. They realize that I am loyal to the Lord and to the Truth, but for
fear of incurring your displeasure they comply with the interdict.
This raises an issue of great importance. Which is Supreme: An edict from you, or the
principles of righteousness? Must Jehovah’s Witnesses condone and support that which is evil
solely because you request it? Do your commands as president of the Society supersede and set
aside the laws of Almighty God?
Abstractly stated, there is no doubt but what you will agree that the laws of God and the
principles of truth and justice set forth in God’s Word are superior to any demands, requests, or
directions issued by you or the Society. But in the discord and division you are stirring up about
me there has been a very definite disregard of this fundamental principle of Supremacy. This
should cause you to seriously consider; your course, and for your own welfare I am again reviewing the matter.
During the past few months you have used the Society’s facilities to discredit and degrade
my name and reputation regardless of facts, truth or justice. You have hurled forth false accusa-
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tions and circulated lies promiscuously in manner similar to those who propagate false religion. I
cite a few instances:
FIRST: The September 1st Watch Tower contained a notice that my services as counselor
were terminated because of “unfaithfulness to the Kingdom interests and the brethren.” This was
wholly untrue. The work I did speaks for itself. And up to within a short time of my leaving you
often commended my zeal and earnestness in fighting our cases. The truth is that I resigned my
position and gave you thirty days notice thereof. You speeded my exit because I told you the truth
about your own wrongful acts.
SECOND: You caused to be published in the October 15th. Tower a statement alleging that
every paragraph, except the first of my letter of July 21st to you was false. This was a whopper.
Your record of scoldings, petulant outbursts of temper, and discrimination against the Bethel
brethren is too well known to be successfully denied. C.J. Woodworth admitted the truth in his
letter to me on August 15th. Then under your direction he reversed himself and signed a letter or
statement alleging my letter to be totally false. Thus under coercion from you the Lord’s people
are required to speak lies and bring false accusations. Others even among the Board of Directors have privately deplored your tirades against your brethren, but they still retain your favor by
keeping quiet. Fear of you and the desire for your favor more than the favor of God could be the
only motive for the Directors to sign such a slanderous statement.
THIRD: Early in September you sent M.A. Howlett to spread and enlarge your campaign of
defamation. It is now clearly evident that his job was to spread the idea that I am busy circulating
falsehoods and stirring up strife and division in the Companies. He made no investigation to
determine FACTS but did a very successful job of building up a case of opprobrium upon nothing.
May I remind you that the circulation of TRUTH does not constitute the stirring up of strife
and division. If I had circulated the letter of July 21st among the brethren I would be doing no
more than giving them information to which they are entitled. I have actually shown it to about a
dozen of my friends, but no more. The brethren of Milwaukee who excommunicated me under
orders from you, are still ignorant of the contents of that letter. But Howlett had to “make a case”
and thereupon arranged for a bunch of letters and declarations referring to “malicious letters of
Moyle” and Moyle’s “attempts to cause division among the brethren.” Chicago, Rockford, Aurora,
Kankakee, Waukegan, and other places arose to the occasion and turned in such declarations.
The striking fact is THAT I HAVEN’T BEEN NEAR ANY OF THOSE TOWNS OR CIRCULATED
ANYTHING IN THEM. Nevertheless, you continue publishing the statements in order to cause
brethren throughout the country to believe a lie.
We are told that a “false witness that speaketh lies” is an abomination unto the Lord. How
can you reconcile your tactics with this plain declaration from Jehovah?
FOURTH: By the use of falsehood and compulsion you secured my excommunication from
the Milwaukee Company of Jehovah’s Witnesses. The brethren here know that I am loyal to the
Lord. But you wrote that I had “committed an assault upon the Society” (which is another lie out
of whole cloth) and that I should be gagged and not tolerated. The brethren through fear then
complied with your autocratic demand.
NOW MARK THIS: There wasn’t the slightest sign of division or strife in the Milwaukee
Company until you and Howlett sowed the seeds of discord. Now there is dissatisfaction and
unrest. Why? Because you stirred up a false issue and caused confusion among the brethren.
On account of the falsehoods of a henpecked sycophant of Racine you kicked Harvey Fink, Zone
Servant, out of office.. And because he would not join in your interdict against me he has been
treated like a leprous person by the brethren of the Company. The fact that Harvey Fink is
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thoroughly loyal to the Lord and active in the Kingdom work has been disregarded by you. Obedience to your demands thus comes ahead of loyalty to Almighty God. Many are sick at heart
over such unrighteous acts, and others follow your example of spreading false accusations and
poison. That is the kind of discord you have brought to birth in the Milwaukee Company.
This isn’t the whole story. One evil begets another and the perverse course you started on
August 8th, has spread until it has reached voluminous proportions. No individual has heretofore
received the extensive calumnies accorded to me in the Watch Tower. The conclusion is inescapable that while pouring out much condemnation on religion, you are guilty of indulging in the
worst kind of religious practice, to wit, that of persecuting a brother who had the temerity to tell
you the truth. And it is FEAR that has led you into this trap. You were afraid that I would
broadcast to all brethren the facts concerning your unbridled use of the tongue, and you thereby
determined to smear me so badly that no one would believe me. You have had some measure
of success BUT AT WHAT A COST. “Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the
Lord, to do evil in His sight?” Truly you have placed yourself and your reputation ahead of the
laws of God. That is of much greater consequence to you than the degradation of reputation is
to me.
You claim that I had no right to send you that letter even though its statements be true. In
other words, your position is so lofty as to give you immunity from criticism or protest even though
you commit the most wrongful of acts. This is further evidence that in your unrighteous course
you have exalted and placed yourself and your commands above the laws of God. You have
through coercion required Jehovah’s Witnesses to condone and support your wrongful course.
You have punished those who would not, and have thereby engendered a woeful spirit of fear
and restraint among the brethren. That is a vicious use of God-given facilities and a trampling
upon of your brethren.
My standing with Jehovah God has not suffered in the slightest by reason of your onslaught.
I still love the Lord and still engage regularly in the witness work. I shall continue to do so
regardless of your embargo. But through malice and fear you have been ensnared into Satan’s
trap, and you have violated so many of the plain decrees of Almighty God that a continuance
therein must surely merit His stern disapproval. For your own welfare then may I urge you to
carefully, honestly and prayerfully review this whole matter, and do that which is right before God
and men.
Yours in Kingdom service
Olin R. Moyle
(Johnson Creek, Wis.)
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decision, now to the stat e'8 hig 1cst court,

tile Court of Ap11e.;il11 nl AJ ban . New
York's cupitaL Aller due l'targument
and deliberation, this court of seven
judge let their decision be known on
ovember 22, 1944. affirming dcci11ion of
Ute lower court. affixing the cots, but
offering no opinion on!he case.
'l'h ei r deci ion being Wlttnimous, and
Ute defenrlunt being unttble to move for
renq,',11111ent of the cno, tho $15,000
c1an1nges was duly pa id o.ver, wi th
inlere'l accrued, to plam tiIT '.\loyle, tlms
terminating tlie matter.
21
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fact to the world in order that persons of good will
toward God will flee out of Satan's organization and
find protect.ion under the Lord and ultimately gnin
Jife everJasting. Those who perform their commission faithfo))y will have a part in the vindication of
Jehovah's name, and, in doing that work in obedience to the Lord's commandment, they have entered
into the joy of Ch rist Jesos, their Lord and Head.
11
Never before were creatures granted such a privilege. Never again will creatureshave a likeprivilege.
Before them they see the kingdom, the Theocracy
that sha.ll forever rt1le in righteousness. They nre
blind to everything else, because the kingdom, to
them, is everything. The remnant l.". llow that they
must die as humans in order to enter fully into God's
spirituaJ house. They are therefore fully determined
to spend and be spent wholly in the service of Jehovah and his King. They are now joyful, and their
joy will be complete when they have seen the Lord's
victory at Arm ageddon.
0
Seeing and appreciating their relationship with
the Most High, sorely the faithful remnant will permit nothing to deter them in their continuous service

BROOKLYN,

N.Y.

to Jehovah. They will go on in faith and with everincreasing courage unto the end. Now they know the
meaning of the scripture, to wit, "Jehovah dwelleth
in Zion." (Joel 3: 21, .A.R.V.; Ps. 132: 13, 14) Now
the remnant have raised the song of joy, which will
never end. To them the Lord says: "Sing and rejoice,
0 daughter of Zion ; for, lo, I come, aJld I will dwell
in the midst of thee, saith the Lord. And many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day, and sha.ll
be my people: and
dwell in the midst of thee ;
and thou shaJt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent
me unto thee. And the Lord shall inherit Judah hls
portion in the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem
agnin. De silent, 0 all flesh, before the Lord ; for be
is raised up out of his holy habitation." (Zech.
2:10-13) ''Behold, I, and the children whom the Lord
hath given me, are for signs and for wonders in
Israel from the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth in
mount Zion." (Isa. 8: 18) Tne end of religion is in
sight. The victory and vindication of Jehovah is
near. Tbc joy of the remnant and their companions
increases, and they continue to sing the praises of
the Most lligh.

wm

Proue ye Jelurca.h . . • . Th11 wMbof Jehoooll or•9reot, 1011gltl
out of oll t... t1tot hove pleuv re thereift .Hu v:orlc ii lsott0r oitd
fNJjea&y; and Ii.ii rig1t koustttu.end11retla fOi" toe1'. He llath mo<W
ltu v:on&rful 10orl.:f to be remembered: . . . He llatli d otetd 11i.$
pe op IA.I p'1tMr of ltis taorb, in gioi"g tl,em :lie lieriuge of tile
t10lio111. The uiorb of hit lto11d.. art India and jv1le; oU hia pre·
eepta ore '"ll· . . • Holy 011d reet rc11d is lti1 Mme. Tit• fea r of
Jelt{}f)(JA ii tlie begfoni11g of toisdoni; a good vndtntondi11g llat1e
aU tMy tltat do 1'i& eommmrdments: 111"1 praiJe tndurcth for eeer.

-Psalm 111:1-10, A.R.V.

IN FO R M ATION

B

EING reminded that this is the time when God is
removing froro his orgn.nizntion everything that can
be shaken , "that those things whieh C3lmot be shaken
mny remain" ( Heb. 12 :26, 27), the members of the board
of directors of the WATCf1TOWER nm1.E AND TRACT SOCll'.TY,
for the infonnation and protection of those who are devoted
to God's organization, request that Tht Watchtower publish what follows:
0Jl the 21st of" .JulL._1939, a paper writing in the font\
of a letter, signed by 0. R .Moyle,_ wns lc(t at the desk in
the lobby or tl1e Bethel home addres>e<l to the
pdcnt of the Societ .Because th_pcr involved the
entire fnmBy at Bethel, it wns properly brought before
the board and bclore the famil!:....T..h c letter, being filled
with f al slander- ous and libclous_statement.s was
vigorous!• conclemncd b_y the board, and by all the
tncmbcrs of the Bethel family. The board unanimously
adopted the following Resolution,
which wn.s also approved by the family:
"At a joint meeting of the boards of directors of the
Pennsylvania corporation and the New York corporation
of the WATCllTOWEll Dmi..F. ANO Tn.\CT SocIE:TY hcld at the
office of the Society nt firooklyn, N.Y ., this Slh day of
Aui;tist., 193!>, at which other memliers of the family were

prnt, U>cre was read to said boards and in the presence
of 0. R. Moyle a letter doted July 21, 1939, written by said
Moyle and addressed to the president of the Society.
"For four years past the writer of thnt letter bas been
entrnstcd with the confidential mAllcts o!the Society. 11
n!)w appears thnt the writer oj_thot. letter, wit.bou t excuse,
libels the family of Oo<l at Bethel, and identifie; hitn§elf o.s
ns evil against the Lord's organization nod
a murmuwr and complainer, even ns the
iptures
retold. (Jude 4-lG ;1Cor. 4: 3; Rom. 14: 4)
"The members of the board of directors hereby resent
the unjnst criticism appearing in thnt letter, disapprove or
the writer and his net ion.\ und recommend that Lhe prcsicnt of the Society immcdiattcrminate the relationship
2{ O. R. Moyle to the Societ_y_as legal couru;el and as n mem·
her of the DctJ1cl family.''
Aside from the introductory parnf(Taph announcing the
1

Wl'iter's purpose to leave Bethel at a fixed time every para·
gr_:iph of that letter is_!nlse.JUlcd wilh lies, and is a wkkcd
slander ond libel nol only n;.:oinst the prec;iJcnLbJlt_ inst
the enti re fami.!x.. n nd.J.or lhut rcns1m thtlc:._ltcr hauu
published by the Soci_r. lie rcquc.<1UX) 0011.solatio-n to publish his letter, nnd Moyle, being ref used, now causes bis
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libelons paper to be published and circulated among certain
companies of the consecrated, causin1t the same to be publicly read, and then by his O\VD words, which may be called
'fair speech'.be pretends to be in harmony with the
1ety,
and thus further deceives the unsuspecting ones. His only
possible purpose in further publishin his letter is to justify
himself and to 'cause division amon the brethren'. both of
which are condemned by the Word of GOO. (Luke 16 :15;
Rom. 16 :17, 18) For this r:eM.Qti_the_!bren should be
warned. "The afore-mentioned letter" being filled with
lies leveled against the brethrm. the same is bated b
Jehovah : "Six things doth the Lord hate; yea, seven arc an
abomina- tion unto him: . . . a Calse witnesi that spcaketh
lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren ."-Pro>.
6: 16-19.
By inducing others to join with him in the circulation
and publication of his slanderous letter among the consecrated he makes others party t.o his wrong. The slaudcr_ous
paper, being in oppositicn and against the interest of
the Theocratic government, is pleasing only to tb<? Davi!
and bis earthly agents.
For four years Moyle was entntstcd with the confidential
matters of the Sot'iety, and then, without excuse, he assaults
and maligns those who trusted him. Judas was entrusted
by Christ Jesus with confidential matters, and Judas proved
his unfaithfulness by furnishing to the enemy th.at which
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thev could use nnd did uc against the_Lord. He
who 1JU1lil(n the brcthrcn of the Lord maliims the Lord
him- self, and the end of such the Scriptures plainly point
oat. l:iavme been warned, each one must ehooso to join
th
"evil seCTant" and take the consequences (.Matt. 24: 48511 or rcroain faithful to Jehovah and his goYcmment by
Christ Jesus. Choose whom you will scrre.

11»

WHO INTER PRETS THE BIBLE ?
AN has a natural t.endcncy to keep a record of eventi1
for his benefit and th.at of succeeding generations.
This is proof that tbe Creator purposed it thus to
be. God planted this faculty in man. Man is the bi:;hest of
God's earthly creation ; end since man has a tendency to
keep a. record of events, it is only IUSOnable that his Maker
would provide a means for man to keep a record of the
most important things concerning himself. If Jehovah God
had to do with the keeping of such a record, then be it
known that that record is correct and contains the truth.
The Bible is a history of Go<l'i1 creation of things earthly,
and also gives such information concerning bis hcnYcnly
creation as relates to man and man's ..home. The Bible is
God's revelation of himself to his intelligent cal"thly creatures. It is his expressed will, and therefore is the statement of his law for the go"ernment of his iutcJli:;cnt earthly
creatures. Most of the Bible isa reeord of thin which hnve
taken place, but which foreshadow greater things to corne.
A3 the inspired Bible writer states it, nt 1 Corinthians
10: 6, 11: ' Now these things were our e".nmples, . . . Now
all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and
they are written for our admonition, upon whom tbe ends
of the world arc C1)me." That part of the Bible which we
call prophecy is the foretelling and recording of events that
must come to pass, before they actually do come to pnss.
Prophecy is therefore the history of mnn written in advnnee.
For this reason prophecy ennnot be undcl'!\tood by man until it ia in tbe course of fulfillment or has been fulfilled.
The writers of the Bible Ood chose to do tho writiug
because of their faith in tJm and their faithfulness to him.
.AB his unlimited power operated to create the things of the
earth, so that power or SJiirit operated to direct an<l infltt-

encc the mind of P.toses and <>lhet holy men to make record
of God's will concerning man. King bavid was 0110 of thc
faithful men devcted to the Lord, and conrcrning that part
of the Bible whiob he wrote be s.aid: "Tbe spirit of the Lord
spake by me, and his word was in my tongue." (2 Sam.
23: 2) These faithful men of old aro called "prophets",
and they wrote prophecy. The apostle Peter, who was chosen
by Jeims as one of his apostles, under inspiration wrote, at
2 Peter 1: 19-21: "We have also a more sure word of prophecy ; whcreunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark plnce, until the day down, and the
day star arise in your hearts: knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any private intcr1>rctation.
For the prophecy came not in old timo by the will of man :
but holy men of God spake as they we1e moved by the holy
[spitit)."
,fohovnh l'eveals himself and his purpose to bis people
in his O\m due time. His prophncy, therefore, cannot he
understood until it i.s Go<l's due lime for un<lcrstanding it.
Tbis was plainly stnted to the prophet. Daniel, who wril(':(:
"And I heard (the prophecy by the angel), but I undcJ"8tood
not ; then said J, 0 my Lord, what shnU be the end of U1rsc
thiugsT And he said, Oo tJ1y wa) , Danid ; for the wor<l-.
nro closed np and scaled till the time of the end." ' But thou,
0 Dnnicl, sbut up the word!!, and seal the book, even to tlic
tjme of the end; many shall run to nnd fro, and knowlc<ll'
shall be increased.'' ( Dan. 12: 8, 9, 4) For a long wh ile
stuclcnts of prophecy have limited the fulflllmont of thcxc
wor<ls last quoted to travel by mnn up nu<.1 down lhroui;h
the rarth by means of rnpid tl'nnsil machines, such ns l()(·o·
motives, steamships, automobile.\ nirplanel.'I, and 0U1er like
means; and also to the groat increase of k11owle<lgc relating
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..And l!lll thy chllclren shall be tauht of Jehovah ; and
reat 6hall be the peace of thy children." - lui411 s1-:r3.

nm

y

SCRJPTURES CLfARL

TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH 1.8 the only true God, Is lroru everlasting to
nerlnstJJ>g. tbe l\tnlrer or hen\'cn nnd enrth nod U10 Giver ot lite
to his crtnturcs; th!tt tbe Logos was the bc;1
, nnlng of his crentlon.
and his actl\'e agent in the crenUon o( oil things; tbnt tbe Logos
13 now tl.te Lord Jesu Christ 1n glory, clothed with ull power U:i
benvcn 1.nd earth, rwd the Chlet Exeeutlve Officer of Jehovah.
THAT QOD crented tbe earth tor man, created perfect man
tor tho earth ond placed h im upon It; tbnt ruan '1Tlll!1l1JY dl&obcyed God's law and was sentenced to death ; that by reason of
Ad11m's vrong net all men 11re born stnoers and without tbe right

to

Ule.

BIS jonrnnl Is publlsbl!d

tor

Ille pul'])()

ot

cnablfo I.be

people to Jwow Jeliornh Ood aDd his purf\O><<'S a, o.prt'S'l'd
1n the Dible. It publiMCll Dible hu,tructlou Stx'c:lfl:-.i!Jy ll"Blgned to aid Jehovnh's witnesses nod tll1 IK••plc of i:o1I ,.,.ill.
It arraoges r>ystetnr.tllc Bible study tor its rc:ttkr!I nnd till·Sod.,tr
supplies other lit€1'1lture to ald In sucb studll"S. It pt11JIL<J1L':!! suitable mntttfal for rndlo bronrlCMtan;; n.ocJ for other J11enns oC 11ul>llc
instruction In the Scriptures.
It adheres strictly to the Bible as nuthor1ty for Its nU t'mnc"lt Is enUrety tree and separnt& rom all religion, p:irtlcs, SA'Ct.I
or other worltlly ori;nnlz:otlons. It ls wholly and without rest•t'f:t·
tioo tor the klll;dom o Jcbornh God upder Cbri!llt hls belo' ro
K!llg. It ls ool cl01;1DRtlc, but Invites caretul uo<l crltlml ex:nrulna tlon ot Its eontents lJ3 the light of the Scriptures. It tl not lodu.Jgc lo eontrorersy, nod Us colnums: itre nl't open to rersonnlltlcs.
Yr..uu:.Y SUllSCRll'TIOJJ PJU.a:
UllJTEI> 8Til'7!ll,

is 00:

CAIUl>A A HD MtlSCELl..AKJ.' 0118 l!'Oll!:!O<', $1

o:

CB.UT Bll.ITIH, ADSTULA.SI l, Al<D SotJTU AnuCA., &!. Araulean ttl1'lt•
taacea ehould be mado by rost11l or Expre,.a:nooey Ororr or b7 nnlt
Dnlft. CJ1n1tdl1111, JJrllltlll. Solltll Alrlc:IUt e.nd Auatrllla'll:ID re<nlthnt'l'll
lltould be mndc dlract to tb.e
pecth·o bruich o!!lce'l. normtt.nices !runt
countries oll1er Uutn lho.'.<e nteatroaod m47 w a:indt1 to the .&rooklsu omu.

TH AT JESUS wo.s JDlU e humon, and tbe man JesWI su1Iered
death In order to produce the ransom or reclitmpthe J>rloo tor l>ul IJ)' lrtlRlU!hOriGl Postal Mouoy Ordu onl7.
obodlent ones ot mnnJ.ilnd ; tlutt GOd rntsed up Jesus divine and
Ji'OllUOM Ol"YIC'E.,
e=lted him to hearcn nbove every creature and above every no.me
and clothed hlm wJth on power and nulhorJty.
BrltuA ·
-·
-··-·
· ·M Cz:a11!n Terrace, Loodon, W..2, Englnnd
TH AT JEHOVAH'S ORGAN ATION Is n Theocrney Clllled Zion, C4A4dloa-·----··---·<10 Irwin Avtnuo, To:ronto G, 011larlo, Citnqda
.Attltrold.tlo,.
_
7 Ut,...,.furd n011t1. SLrnthlleld, N. $.. \V., .Awt!r!lll:t
a.nd tluit Christ Jesus Is the CbJo.t Or thereof anti Is the tigbtSou.It• A frica ,.·-·
·
- Do3tou llouKO, C.tie :ro...11, So1lh A!ntA
tul I<lng ot tho'vorlu :that the anolotcd :ind ;fnJlhful followers o!
I"lm..e ad\1r $ t:1c :5oc:lcly In e.-o·cu:-c.
Christ Jesus nre children of Zloo. members o! Jehovah's orgnn!uitJon, nnd uc his witnesses whose dOQ' and prlvllei;e It Is to testify
to the1;uprcroncy o Jehovu.h, declare bis pul'J)ose,; Lownrd monklnrl •
as expressed In the Bible, and to bear tbe ftults of the kingdom
before 1111 who wm bettt.
Tt!AT THE WORLD has ended, and the Lord J('SUS Cllr1st luus

11lnred by Jebotah upon hiS throne o!nuthortty, hns oust
Snt-.in !tom heaTI>n and Js proceedtng to the @$tnbllshment ot
God's kln;dom on earth.
THAT THE RELIEF and bles.slng:s of the peoplC$ of earth con

come onlJ' by and through Jcho1-a11's kingdom under Chrlst, which

hns now begun ; that the I..ord's ne'.tt grrot act ls the destruction
ot Sfttnn's orgnnlintlon nnd the establlsh1uent of righteousness ln

thci cartb. and tltat tinder th e ldngdom tbe J)QOplc of ood wlll th.at
1ordve Armng<>ddon shnll curry out the dlvlne m. nd.ite to ''fill
the enrth" with a rlghteons race,
"l'REOCJlACYo TESTD!Ol\'Y PJ;RlOD

The roonth of October bt•gins a new strviee ye:ar anrl h11s been
named "Thcocroey" Testimony Period. 'l'be grc<1t Thcocnl's pro"fision fo1field scr1•ice thou is tle book Salwtion tvg.:ther with tbe
11ew booklet G011H11m c•1t awd Pt0C4 1 fll"Jt to be n:k:u;cd for dis·
tribution beginning with October. This couibinlllion
lilrr.iture
•·ill be oJicrcd on a 25e contribution or c<irru;pomling value in
other Engli!!h -epe11king L1.1uk Thi Period is to be worl<l-wido,
uid Lhose lands nol yl't ha1·m:< tmui;lntions oC lhc nbove in their
nnli\'e lnagungc wiJl ofti'r is hku comuin:ition of lbe l11st book
and booklet, E11emks or Ri'ches nlong with r'asci:un or Freedom
or Faco Ult Facts. This announcement bould suffice to start you
to plan ind p1•t-p:ire for 1111 unstint.ed share iJl this Thcoemtic
k:itimony. Your f11ithfuJ report of. work will b1·lp to m:alce up All
accurnte world record.

All !llnttre atntlt'nO. of 1ho r.rblc who b7 rc:t.1011 ot lnl'lrmltr, rio.-rty ar
:uh rnll!J' Q!'O 11n1tble to Jl'lf the "11!)\(;n11t1on 1mce ma,:r ha.-c TT10 ll'oltl,.
totr free UIM\11 wrlt1tll a11pltcnlln 10 tho publtah•ra, tulldO <u<:e t•a<
year, gl110ng lbo t'Cil'IOn for n tt'<l'lll'f>Um; 1L We ...re t:hld to tba •Id tho
ntod:r. but tit• \rrlttCJJ •11r>UCDtlOD ODC:O e.ach JCl.r 19 .t'lqulrcd br 11.0
PoaUlt

ffCUlattons.

.Notlai to Swbera: Acln1owlent of a 11 or ,. ttnnrnl nb1Jtrlptlon will bo aonl only whn reqotwted. Cbtllll!O ol Rdc)r ..._ w11.-a
requtsted, may .be
1£11 to impear on ndol,_ ltlbd w1lbln OIK' mo11ll
A reno,,..n.1 bbnlt fcarryl1111 1>0111.'e oC e:Q'lrarl1111) ••lll be -ent with 1ba
Journal on• month b;itore the •ubilet!ptlo.a C.>J)1res.

e..tcrtJ c.t te<'O!Jd•cla,. matter ot the pot O/ftl:e at Droollll", JI. Y.,
tt"4tr tho A.ct of ;llorali s, 181'.

unusunl cover sets forlh pietonnlly the eircumstruiec. of l h.:
Madison Square Gard<>n public addl"CS!J.'fimc of rclcnse for public
dislrihution is stated elscwbl're. Your personal copy you nwy 11uw
acnd !or, remilling 5o contributlon.

or

PQR YOUR L'll'OR IATION

By ttnson of hi! w1fnilbfulncsa to tho kingdom interc,t.,, :11111
to thO>JC who serve lhe kingdom, 0. R. !>fo.Yl no loni::1·r wilh
lhe Society. The full bonrJ or dircetors of tho Society on "\U•!lh li,
by lk.,,oluliou, un1111imo11'lly dcllUlD1led Uu1t tho prcs11lr11I M'Wf
Moyle's connc1:tioo with tho S
eJ.LJ.m
. ul!....Jintcly. Jl w:i.'

1lum_:.. Brethren 'Will nddrt:M lheir communi liOJl':! conccrniui:
thrii- 1. -:;.J dafficulli :""ucHTOWFH Brn1 K A ND TkAC1 Soc1t
n,L<':ral

Jl,.

!J7 Acl mis SI..,Drooklyn,N.Y.

coVBRNM.ENT AND PEACE"

Honest hl!llren or the two spccehe!! by the Society's president

to the world convt•ntion a11d rndio audic·ncc from Nt•w York city
have bcfor. nnLicip:tling Ulis new booklet, for it conLnins his rous:
ing, ConYcntion·fClllure speeches "Governmnt and PCMC" aud
'Vielory". Millioru1
ol hrni of good will nlso "ill be eni;er to
read this booklet. It is of 04 J>ll{",CS, nnd is self-covered, but the

or

"SALVATION"

Thls new book, written by tho prrirknt of the Socit'ly, ":;:t

the fc:ilnre re!cnsc ol tho rcel'ut world-witlu ronvcnl.J011 u( ,f ,•!1•>vah's 1ril.nesst'll ,.,jth il:1 hub aL Kew York City. Thi! itulhm of 1lm1
book lor the l.iJn!'S d1"i!Cr1Iie:. it us "A text-book for lbe Ju1131lul11.''.
But a 11ludy or ii! 38-1 i111gcs of conlcnts will prove U> yvu II ..
(C01lln111t>d o• page :!1
' 1)
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ye terrified because of them." Gog, who is Satan's inrisible

field marshal, has brought into the conspiracy all of his
forces, and these are direeting their efforts against Jehovah's ''hidden ones" ( Ps. S3: 3) ; but those who trust Jehovah implicitly need not and will not rear. (Pss. 27: 1;
118:6; Zeph. 3:16; Heb. 13:6; I John 4: 17,18) Therofore the remnant in this day of judgment are bold in declaring the message of the kingdom and will continue so to
do regardless of all opposit ion.
Prior to 1918 Jehovah caused the tmth then due to be
proclaimed on earth, a1d "Christendom" had an opportunity to know about the kincdom of God under Christ.
Whil e that work. the ''Elijah work", as it is called, wa.a
thus being done, and particularly in the year 1918, the
Lord's faithful people were ill-treated by "Christendom".
Among God's covenant people in that time there were the
"elective eldt'rli' who, like the "rich man", failed to serve
God, and becauRe of their unfaith fulness it twame necessary to clear these out that the a pproved ouea might be
prepared for nod's pu rposes. "For thus saith the Lord of
hosts, A1J I thought to punu;h you, when your fathers pro-

BROOKLYN , N. Y.

voked me to wrath, saith the Lord of hosts, and I repented
not." (Zech. 8: 14) The Lord did not rcpai but hos done
the purging work that he may have a company who \viii
"offer unto [bim] an offering in rightaousness". (fol.
3: 1·4; Ez.ck.. 20: 35-38) Judgment mWJt begin at the house
of God nnd continue until God's snnctuary is cleansed, and
then lawlC$Slless against God &ball have an end.-1 Pet.
4 :17 ; Ezek. 21:24, 25.
From and after 1922, and more partieularly since 1926,

Jehovah has prospered his "faithful servant" clas Jehovah
foretold this in these words (Zech. 8: 15) :"So again have
J thought in these days to do well unto Jerusalem, and to
the house of Judah; fear ye not." This Jehovah bas done
eausc it is the time for the vindication of hia name, and
not beeouse the remnant deserved the blessing. (Ezek.
36 :21-23) The "mnn child" having been born by his
"woman" in A.D. 1914 ( Rev. 12: J.5), meaning the King·
dom having begun there, it is the "set time" to favor Zion,
his capital organizatfon, and to honor and vindicate Jehovah's nome. This be will do by bis kingdcm under Christ.
-Ps. 102:13; Isa. 63:4.

L E TTE R S
RBSOLOTlON
of these conditions. We ftnd I.be people u a miole more receptit"e
The company of Jeho,·o.h'1w1tnc.>S!ICS at Rio de Jant'iro re<:f nUy
of the message and our numhf t'1 continue to 1ocrc11. Whal with
onanimowily adopted the Collow1ng resolution deftnmg their stand this anJ tbc faet that, though tho nation i.s aJ war, W'! •re 11lill for
the Tbeoerncy:
, able tu coolinue almost 11Drttlncted in our privileges of service,
"'We, Jehovah's wil.!lcs:o;es org1rn1.zcd nnd &SlK'm bled in the com· we rtahzc that, though there ii indrcd on the c1u1b "dilrca1 of
pany of Rio de Janeiro, in view of the nohee of the ueention by
nations vmb perµlexity", :rel we t'&n now 'look op ADd lift op our
a dring gquad of A.ogll.5t Diedrm:wn for rcflmllg to go to the rront
bends and rejoice, for our l'Nlcmption dr.iwetb nigh'.
in the war between OcrmaDy a.ad Pohwd. present through the
We nppreciat.e I.hat Armlgtddoo IA nry neo r, and 'l'I! are dcprcsident of the Society, J . F. Rntherroro. our VOies of mu accord
terunocd by Jehovah's graoo to alaud ghouJder to shouJJer with
with the bretbl'Cll wbo are f&Jthful in Germany, on the side of
you and to eootinue steadf11stly io bit service right to the eod.
Jehovah God, asking bia protection for all who are beating with
We rtudcr thanks to the Lord for the rieb fC9 of C&t things
djgniLy the perils to which 'tl'C are at all times subjee. in order
comintt to us throoi:ii the colomna of T/ae Wrtt'htow:er, and n
that we may bold in the highest plaet1 the name of I.ht' Alm11:hty
proy that he may continue to blca you u you keep pressing Iha
Ood, through Christ Jesus. and thwi maintain oar ml.eg1"1ty to
baUJe to the gates ol the enemy.
him, obeying faithlully hia commandment.a."
IN FULL HARMONY
(Tbe follog ill from tho son of 0. R. Io'y..!!!.L
IEROVAB HAS Ll'!O ANO BLESSED

Out BROTHEtl RVtRERl'ORD:
At the unil.ed serrice meeting of t.be Great.er Ola.. ,, comp11ny

of Jehovah's witnl'SSea it was unanimonaly

th:it 'll'e send to
you o.oce again 11n upion of our fen·enl love in the Lord , and
our deep apprcciatio11 of the woy 10 which Jehovah ba.s led a.ad
blessed IJS through you in the year bieh has just pu.wd.
Thoagb the war clou coutinoe to h:lllg ominously ort>r as,
and many of the brothen are likely to be baled before tribunals
u conscientiogs objectors shortly, yet the ital nnd loylllty
all
the brethren has not diminislml, but rather ioerta.setl, as ll r111ult

or

(C0t1tin1ied /rorn pag• 370 )

lecture record on any particular subject of vital inrest today.
Thens &re 64 pages of material, ent.losed in a sturdy cover, and
the booklet will be GUpplied on your contnbulioo of 5c a copy.
TbOle iD orga.oiud compo.Dics lihouJd send in their ordtta in com·
bination throlJtb the local compaDy ttrvanL
ltft CAL£'.IDAR
Tho llMO c.Jeudn S"h m1t th.- tl''l't for thn new en14!11dar 1

0&.&R Bwr11£R

RoTH!IU'OJU) :

On August 8, 1939, wben tho Bethel famiJI 1r11s a.Med to

ot the lttter of 0. R. !ioyle, I
e!Vl"CMCd JDY approval by remaining reated. Mt.er pnyenal a.nd
Scr_IJ.l!.U
. t31 conidcraticm or the m&ltcr I am oow ol tho opinioo
that my acttoo was wrong.
I 11-ish to state that I _ 11.m in foU hannon.1 'l"'itb the Thcocrncy
ehovah 11td I mogniu tbe Society u the risible I>atL l_dt11re to co-opcntc to the best of ni,y ability 11oc:opportunity.
Youn in tho Kmgdom intel't'61.s,
f!:.. press their disapproval

P1:TttJt

o..MO\'LL

glo.ddeo your bearl. Ncot caleuJur pads mdicale the 11prcinl
Testimony Pcrioil'l of the year and lite 1peciul lines of rntlrnvor
of tbe other monthll of activity in publishing the Kini;'<lo1n i;o.;1wl.
Caleutlars, of which the supply is litnittd, will be sent on onh•r,
remittance o.ctampaoy in:, at 25c each, or $1.CO for 6\'c sc-111 to
one 12dd!'CiS. Companies will pleASC ordu tlirollgb their c-0w111111y
le?Tllllla..

"WATCHTOWER• 8TUD1ES

.

to wit:'My heo.rt shall rejoice in thy aaJvation." (Psalm 13:5)
A hfautifol eolor illustration, rpccially painted, hannoniul with
the theme of tbe tat, and ita portrayal of what is impending wiU

Wttk of J11DW1J'7 21 :"l'Aurus Comforted.,.
1-2-l indosive, TA. Watcllto1ett December 15, 193!1.
Weck of Janoary 28: "rus Comforlcd, 11
W 25-65 inelu;;ie, Tit• Watclitoioer December 16, lOJ!>.
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Rutherford Death Certificate
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Letter from Society headquarters to Bible Students about Russell’s death
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When ru>ked about the Soventh Volum , ho nald 1 "Someone also can writ&
that," Later he said that others would &llll te tho waters of Jord an . A rather
ro'lllr:able thing occurred on llonday ciornln£--ths dsy bef ore his dct.th 1 when he
asked Brother Sturgeon to meko n Roo.!11 Toga for him, wblca cona lated ot two
shoats f olded about twolve Inches on tho top, one In f ront a1
. d one on the
baolc, p l nnod on olther shoulder , Alter th is w11 arranged ho l!lld down en the
couch ln the drnlng room and cloaod his yos. Iuedlatol}' Brother Sturgoon
understood this to oean thllt death waa near. It la l norosU11g to note that
the Toga waa worn by those who hd kept the! vows and f lnl•hed their • rk In
triumph. At 2:30 Tuesday af ternoon ho peacef ully bro. thnd hlo last. The body
wu taken f rom the train and prepared tor bu rial and placed aboard the next
tre ln coming eut.
A llemorlal nue ot THE TO'l::R la now belrg prl.'ptred , which wi ll give
a dotallod account of Lhe f uneral arr1111gem nta and othor interesting !tam• cor.•
nectod with our Potor 'a lire and work . This IYill rea<.h you In due time.
Thorotore wo wi ll not enter Into the varlo details In this lotter.
Undoubtedly ir.ar.y of you are wondorlng wl.c.t will bo done by those lef t
In charge of the work hore. We a1aure ;o that everything wl11 contlnu "e
before, tor Brother Russoll lof t detailed arrangement. to have tho w:r!c cArrl ed
on af ter ho '118 taken awoy. J 11at be!oro hlo departure on tho lut trlp 1 hei did
ao'llethlng we .a1e r.evor bofo: 1 known h!JD to do..wrlte a pereonal letter to the
ho!ld or aar.h dopart:.ant 1 ou•ilnlng b la duties and the arrangements he had made
f or carryi ng on the work In genera • !urthr, ln bis will provision "' llOde
to continue THE TOll'l!R. He named an edi torial start or live brothrAn and lett
au!tlc lent matter prepared by him to last an lnde tlnlto per iod.
Shortly bef ore he started on his laat trlp1 he placed an order wi th
the Conlcoy Printing CompMy for over a hundred thou u .d copies ot STUDIES Ill Tr'!E
SCRIPTURES, which are now In process of preparation, He tlso wrote a very lr...er-.tlng pref ace f<• oach or th11 Six Volumes, t1hlch will appoo.r ln the now
edi tion. From theae tacts and many others, •e aro all ccnvlneod that our
Belo'&d Brother n.s aware that hi e work In the tleah waa about f ln lahed and
that the end would oome soon.
Many letters ot greetings and sympathy and many donations or tlowera
o.nd money to purchase f lowers wero received, For nll or theso we desire here
to expros1 our deep appreciation. We recogn i ze that you all sorrow with u11
and 'Ill also are sure that tbs same Holy Spirit whi ch auahlnod the Bethel
Flll!ll ly In such a rertarkablo manner also sustained oach and all o! you. \I/bi le
we have 111any thlnge in the p111t to remind us of our Boloyed Brother's presence
with uo and hi e untlr!ng zeal on behalf or all tho housohold of faith, and
while such will be tond 11e:aorles, yet we believe th&t all of the Lord's people
will do as our Beloved Pastor 110 of ten reeomonded·"forgottlng the things
behind , and preeslng f orward to tho mark of the pri ze of the high calling o!
God ln Ohrlat Jesus ." Jesus, our Forerunner, hu entered Into tho holiest
ot alll and we believe our Beloved Brother la there also In tho joy• of the
Lord. Is pray tor each of you the Lord 's blessing and 14ttalnlng grace. lilily
the Truth ahlne brighter I nto your llvesl Kay the th ings ot the present lite
become leas and leas attractive to you , and tbs things ot tho Kingdom become
more and more your troaeure l
Jlt.h much Christian love, we remain
Your brethren In the llaeter's eorvlce,
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COURT TRIALS OF CHARLES T. RUSSELL
Russell’s court trials were most embarassing to him and to modern Jehovah’s Witnesses;
he lost in both instances. It is interesting to note that the lawyer who represented Russell in Court
was none other than “Judge” J.F. Rutherford. They were both losers on every level.
The following pages reproduce a tract written by J.J. Ross exposing Russell. It is an incorporation of two tracts written by Ross, the first one being of eight pages. Because of that tract,
Russell sued Ross for libel but lost the case. Ross then wrote Some Facts and More Facts about
the Self-Styled “Pastor” Charles T. Russell. In it, he reproduced the tract that prompted the libel
suit and then reported the information about the trial and its outcome. He also mentions in detail
some facts about the legal separation of Russell and his wife with the testimony of Mrs. Russell.
The information of the tract speaks for itself.
Ross’ tract is the only information now available to the public on that libel suit except for
some few references we will note. The court records of the trial have been stolen from the court
and obviously destroyed. It is easily assumed that some member of the Watchtower Society was
the culprit since the trial proved so embarrassing to their President. The Society headquarters in
Brooklyn possesses a copy of the trial, which some have been allowed to see but not to copy.
Ross had accused Russell of knowing nothing about philosophy, theology, the dead languages, that he was a pseudo-scholar having never gone to any school of higher learning. Russell admitted in court that he had attended only public school for seven years and quit school
altogether at age 14. He also admitted in court that he knew nothing about the “dead” languages,
in short admitted to every charge Ross had made. Although he had claimed he knew Greek,
note the following from the Trial transcript:
Question: (Attorney Staunton) “Do you know the Greek Alphabet?”
Answer: (Russell) “Oh yes.”
Question: (Staunton) “Can you tell me the correct letters if you see them?”
Answer: (Russell) “Some of them, I might make a mistake on some of them.”
Question: (Staunton) “Would you tell me the names of those on top of the page, page 447
I have got here?”
Answer: (Russell) “Well, I don’t know that I would be able to.”
Question: (Staunton) “You can’t tell what those letters are, look at them and see if you know?”
Answer: (Russell) “My way ...” [he was interrupted at this point and not allowed to explain]
Question: (Staunton) “Are you familiar with the Greek language?”
Answer: (Russell) “No.”
In 1913, Russell sued the Brooklyn Daily Eagle for criminal libel. The newspaper exposed
Russell for fraud in a wheat scandal and for lying about reports of his travels abroad, including
the reception he had gotten in various places. Russell had pushed a particular strain of wheat as
a Miracle Wheat. He claimed that it would produce five times that of any other wheat. He was
selling it for a dollar a pound, which was quite expensive for the time. Tests by government
agencies, whose representatives testified at the trial, showed that the wheat was in fact of inferior
quality to other wheat available. The Eagle also said that the Watch Tower was nothing more
than a money-making scheme wherein Russell profited.
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The Eagle also charged that Russell’s trips abroad were a sham. The Eagle said:
“All during this time the ‘Pastor’s’ sermons were being printed in newspapers
throughout the world, notably when he made a tour of the world in 1912 and caused
accounts to be published in his advertised sermons telling of enthusiastic greetings
at the various places he visited. It was shown in many cases that the sermons were
never delivered in the places that were claimed.”

Or, again the Eagle said:
“’Pastor’ Russell, who has found the atmosphere of Brooklyn uncongenial ever
since the Eagle published the facts concerning his methods and morals, is making
some new records in the far parts of the world. He is delivering sermons to imaginary audiences on tropical islands and completing ‘searching investigations’ into the
missions of China and Japan by spending a few hours in each country.”

Russell lost the suit against the Eagle. In addition to losing he was exposed again on the
stand as a perjurer. Needless to say the Court records of this trial also have been stolen and
obviously destroyed. The only records still available concerning this are to be found in the following portions of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle - January 1, 1913, pgs. 1-2; January 22, 1913, p. 2;
January 23-24, 1913, p. 3; January 25, 1913, p. 16; January 27, 1913, p. 3; January 28, 1913, p.
2; January 29, 1913, p. 16. Also Russell’s obituary found in the issue of November 1, 1916, p. 18.
The legal separation suit brought by Mrs. Russell was secured in 1906. Mrs. Russell exposed Russell for immorality and other things. Ross has much to say on this and even some
testimony from Mrs. Russell not found in the court proceedings. Again, this court trial has been
stolen from the Court records and the only information now available on it is found in Ross’ tract.

	
  

SOME FACTS

1Q

AND

MORE FACTS
aboutthe

Some Facts about the
Self-Styled
"Pastor" Charles T. Russell

self-styled

"Pastor" Charles T. Russell
(of Millennial 'Dawn Fame)
By

Pastor

Rev.J.J.ROSS
or James St. Baptist amrch

Hamilton. Ont. Caiada

The history of the Libel Case: "Pastor" Russell
beforethe Courts

PRICE

TEN CENTS

AU rights resen>ed

CHARLES C COOK
150 Nasau Street
NEW YORK

FACTS AND MORE FACTS
languages, and yet he is successful in making his
disciples believe that the most difricult passages in
the Old Testament and the book of Revelation are
as simple as a sunbeam to him.. "Pastor" Russell
was never ordained and has no church afrdiation.
He would not be given a place in the pulpit of any
evangelical church on the American continent or
any other country where he and his religious views
are known.
By thousands he is believed to be
a religious fakir of the worst type, who goes
about like the Magus of Samaria enriching himself at the e']Jense of the ignorant. Years ago
he gave himself the title of "Pastor" and from this
many have inferred that he was a properly approved minister of the gospel. In 1879, he married Miss Marie F. Ackley, who divorced him a
few years ago on the ground of cruelty and of having wrong relations with other women. In court,
she proved improprieties between her husband and
one Rose Ball. Mrs. Russell is now living at Avalon, Pa.
"Pastor" Russell was in Toronto a few weeks ago
and announced himself as the head and "president*9
of the so-called "International Bible Students' Association," with head office in London, England.
When he rirst began his propaganda his headquarters were in Alleghany, Pa. In course of time, he
was successful in building up an elaborate publishing establishment in Pittsburgh, which he called
"Zion's Watch Tower." In a worldly way things
went well with him for a time. Then he gave the

The Leaflet, Published June, 1912.
In this leaflet I am to tell you something about
the so-called "Pastor" C. T. Russell, the founder
and chief executive of "Millennial Dawnism."
Though the name of Russell is quite familiar, very
little is known about the man himself. Nothing is
known of his parentage nor of his early boyhood.
We first hear of him selling shirts in Alleghany, Pa.,
having inherited this business from his father. He
lectured on religious subjects from time to time in
various halls and churches, becoming known as
the crank preacher. He got a considerable following of the common people, and sold out the five
men's furnishing stores which he owned, thenceforth devoting all his time to teaching and preaching his peculiar religious doctrines and giving out
that he himself "was some great one." He never
attended the higher schools of learning, knows comparatively nothing of philosophy , systematic or historical theology, and is totally ignorant of the dead
ABOUT

"PASTOR'•

RUSSELL

5

name "Millennial Dawn" to his publications. The
stories of the divorce proceedings got into circulation about him, and his business suffered. Wishin g
to frustrate the verdict of the court in giving his
wife alimony, he changed the names of his publications to "Studies in the Scriptures," and transferred
the heed office to Brooklyn, N. Y., where it is at the
present time. Since taking this new location the
institution is known as "The Watch Tower Bible
and Tract Society," "The London and Brooklyn
Tabernacles," "The People's Pulpit," and now the
"International Bible Students' Association." It
comes out that these names separately and together are appellations bestowed by Russell upon
himself, and his followers. By the name "International Bible Students Association," the public
is deceived into thinking that the institution is international in extent, that the governments of the
world are behind it, and that it is made up of accredited representatives of all the denominations
and theological colleges, when in fact the name
stands only for the followers of one man, and not
a scholar at that That appellation is, therefore, a
misnomer. Its purpose and use is to deceive the
public. The opinion of that organization (if it be
an organization) is the opinion of one man.
At the present time, the "Brooklyn. Eagle" has
its talons in Russell, and shows him to be a most
undesirable citizen. Many other papers, both secular and sacred, on both sides of the line, are compelling him to stand forth in the limelight in his true
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colors.
By "The Brooklyn Eagle," he stands
charged with defrauding his wife of her dower in
terest, with having his name sensationally connected with those of other women, with giving him
self out as an interdenominationalist, when, in fact,
he is connected with none, but opposed to all, with
publishing himself as giving addresses to great
crowds in important places, where he has not
spoken a word at all, with seeking to dupe certain ministers into supporting daring transactions,
with being connected with lead, asphalt and turpentine companies, with selling or causing to be sold
"Miracle Wheat," at $60 a bushel, with influencing
the sick and dying to make their wills in his favor,
with engineering the sale of a property worth $35,000 for $50 for the purpose of defrauding another.
These are sins no man would care to have charged
against him, and yet they are publicly accredited
to this "Pastor" Russell, the "President" of the socalled "International Bible Students' Associationt9
that world-wide society that spoke the other day
with such authority on the subject of eschatology,
stating that there was no hell for the sinful. Does
it not look as if the wish were parent to the thought
in his case? These and other charges have been
made against this false teacher and shepherd, and
remain unanswered He is an eccentric individual
and advertises on the bill-boards in a most grotesque fashion. Judging from his advertisements
of himself, many do not think him normal, and so
are persuaded that he is self-deceived
8
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being exclusively a quantity, not a quality of life;
that it is not a present possession on faith, but a
future inheritance conditioned upon good conduct
and character here. Moreover, Russell teaches and
affirms in these books that there is no conscious future punishment for sin, and, though inconsistent,
after death some time, somewhere, there will be a
second chance and another offer of salvation.
Thus we see from a careful and unprejudiced analysis of the teachings of the "Millennial Dawn"
Books, issued by the self-styled "Pastor" Russell,
that the system of error which he represents is a
combination of Unitarianism, Universalism, Restorationism, Second Probationism, Swedenborgianism
and Annihilationism.
Every reader is warned against this false teacher
and his teaching as dangerous in the e:i'.1reme. It is
safer to stand by the Lord Jesus than by any human
teacher. It is safer to take our system of truth from
the Bible than from the Watch Tower. It is safer
to take the creeds of Christendom than the vagaries
of one man. See Matt 7-15; 1John 4-1.

TH E LIBEL CASE.
Hamilton, Ont.
Because of the publication and circulation of the
foregoing leaflet entitled "Some Facts about the
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Russell has published a set of books, bound in
six volumes, including about two thousand pages,
which he now calls "Studies in the Scriptures." The
title is misleading and is intended to deceive the
Christian public. The teaching of these books subverts the faith of Christians of all evangelical denominations and substitutes for the truth as it is in
Christ the destructive doctrines of one man, who
is neither a scholar nor a theologian. The whole
system of Russellism is anti-rational, anti-scientific,
anti-Biblical, anti-Christian and a deplorable perversion of the Gospel of God's dear Son.
There is nothing in the English-speaking world
to compare with the system presented in the books
for error. The great heretical leaders of the early
centuries were not more daring, more blasphemous
or more destructive than is the author of these
books. They contradict almost every fundamental
of evangelical Christian faith by a bold denial of the
proper deity, incarnation, resurrection, ascension and
high priestly intercession of Jesus Christ. Russell
also denies the Second Advent of Christ in the Biblical sense of that event, the personality, work and
deity of the Holy Spirit, the Trinity and the atonement made, through the death and risen life of
Christ. He teaches that the Second Advent of Christ
took place in 1874, that those who sleep in Christ
experienced their resurrection in 1878, and that the
present order of things will terminate in October,
1914.
He also makes bold to aff' n, the Bible to
the contrary, that "eternal life" is mere existence,
ABOUT "PASTOR" RUSSELL
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Self-Styled 'Pastor,• Charles T. Russell" of Millennial Dawn Fame of Brooklyn, N. Y., purportin g to
reflect* seriously upon his character, on Dec. 2nd,
1912, Mr. Russell issued a summons against me
charging me with criminal, defamatory libel.
On
Dec. 9th, the case came up for hearing before Magistrate George H. Jelfs, Esq., in the police court of
Hamilton, Ont., and a committal for trial was made,
without permission being given to the defense to
cross-examine Mr. Russell, the Magistrate claiming
that he had not the power to try the case. Mr. Russell wa s compelled to give a cash security of five
hundred dollars to appear in Hamilton at the next
sitting of the High Court of Ontario and to push the
case to a finish. I was not asked for a bond or even
for my signature to appear and defend the case,
which was very unusual. This decision of the Magistrate was appealed to Chief Justice Meredith of
Toronto and was ruled out by him as irregular and
illegal. This necessitated the case being begun over
again, whereupon Mr. Russell came to Hamilton
again secretly, issued a second summons and left the
city immediately for parts unknown.
The case came up a second time before Magistrate
George H. Jeffs in the Police Court of Hamilton,
Ont., on Feb. 7th, 1913, but Mr. Russell did not put
in an appearance. We were informed that Mr. Russell wa s not in Canada and that he could not be
forced into the country, that for an unknown period
he would be out of the United States and that the
case could go on without his presence. Through my
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Attorney, George Lynch Staunton, K. C, an application was made for an enlargement of the case for
the purpose, it at all possible, of securing the presence in Hamilton of Mr. Russell for direct and crossexamination* Now the fight was on. It is worthy
of note that Mr. Russell, though present in Court
and hearing all- the damaging evidence against him
in his case against the Brooklyn Eagle for damages
amounting to one hundred thousand dollars, did not
enter the witness box in his own defense. The defense was anxious for him to be put in the witness
box, but the prosecution did not allow him to appear.
It was announced and expected that he would appear to explain and refute the charges, brought
against him, but all were disappointed. In speaking of **Pastor" Russell's character Ex-Judge Oeland
stated the following to the jury. "What the character of the plaintiff is, you can infer from the fact that
he did not take the witness stand and let you look
into his eyes as he told of his past life. He did not
give you and me a chance to question him as to how
he became a preacher of religious doctrines, why he
left Pittsburg, why he came here and what he intends to do when he leaves here." My Attorney
wrote his Secretary, requesting that Mr. Russell
come to Hamilton and submit to cross-examination
in the witness box. A reply was received to the effect that Mr. Russell had left the United States and
it was not known when he would return. If this
were true why did he leave the United States when
his presence was required for the case here in Ham-
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ilton? About this time I was informed by Mr. S. F.
Washington, K C, Counsel for the prosecution,
that if I would render Mr. Russell a mild apology,
he would drop legal proceedings immediately. I informed Mr. Washington that knowing the facts as
I did about that man and his teaching, a heavy
fine or a term in jail would be preferable. The defense was now granted an order to force the prosecutor in the witness box, should he put foot on Canadian soil. Our problem was now to get Mr. Russell
into Canada. I wrote him a personal letter urging
him to come to Hamilton on the next date fixed for
the hearing of the case and offered to pay his expenses. The following is the letter, dated Hamilton ,
Ont., February 18, 1913:
"Mr. C. T. Russell,
Brooklyn, N. Y.
Dear Mr. Russell:"You have entered legal action against me for
defamatory libel because I published and caused to
be circulated a leaflet entitled, 'Some facts about
the self-styled Pastor Charles T. Russell. I
am sincerely desirous that you should push this action to a finish. If I set you forth in a false light, I
wish to know it and to take the consequences, and
if I told you the truth I wish the Canadian public to
know it. When I published that leaflet I believed
the facts stated to be absolute truth. Had I any
doubt about the truthfulness of them, I certainly
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would not have signed my name to the leaflet. I still
believe those facts to be true and I am confirmed in
my faith by the verdict given by the jury in Brooklyn the other day. There was no malice in my writing that leaflet and therefore no attempt at revenge.
You never did me any pe.-sonal harm. I never heard
or saw you until you appeared in the police court
here a few weeks ago. The leaflet was published
purely for the public good, and as a warning to
weak Christians."
"The case, as you doubtless know, came up for
hearing again in the Hamilton police court on the
7th inst. That hearing was postponed for three
weeks and will come up again, I expect on the 28th
inst. This postponement was granted that the defense might, if at all possible, secure your presence
here in Hamilton on that date, the defense having
obtained the right of putting the complainant Into
the witness-box for cross-examination, should he
present himself on Canadian soil. I ·write this personal letter under registered seal, earnestly requesting you to come to Hamilton for the next hearing
of our case on Feb. 28th. If it be impossible for you
to appear here on that date, will you please fix a
date and inform me or my attorney accordingly, and
we will endeavor to have a postponement made to
meet you. I urge you to come. For your own sake,
the sake of your friends and followers and also for
the sake of the public in general you ought to appear.
The defense requires your presence here.
In all
fairness to all concerned you surely are under obliga-

tion to come. Should you come I will be pleased to
pay your return fare from and to Brooklyn, N. Y.
"Earnestly awaiting your reply, I am,
Sincerely yours,
J.J. ROSS."
This letter was ignored by him until he was compelled later to notice it. This made it necessary to
take an additional step in which an order was granted in the County Court for the appointment of a
commission to go across the border to Brooklyn, N.
Y., and to compel Mr. Russell to undergo cross-examination there. As soon as he was advised of this
- thinking doubtless that it would be to his advantage and presuming that the Hamilton people did
not know as much about him, his teachings and
methods as the Brooklyn people did, he wrote the
Crown Attorney that he would come to Hamilton
and submit to cross-examination. He came. He was
put into the witness box by the defense. He was
on the stand for nearly five hours, and at the conclusion of the examination, there being no other
course the Magistrate again ordered a committal for
trial. The cunning "Brooklyn Pastor" seems not to
have enjoyed this experience in a Canadian Court
and his cross-examination by a Hamilton lawyer,
and he seems also to have resolved that this experience should not be repeated. At all events, when
he found himself safely back in Brooklyn and had a
little time to recover himself, he wrote me a lengthy
letter urging me to apologize and he would drop
legal proceedings at once. His exact words are "If
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you will apologize the error of your course, assuring
me that you regret it and that you will do what you
can to correct the misimpressions thus put forth, I
will accept the apology and discontinue legal action
against you forthwith." Seemingly he thought I did
not know my grounds and that he had struck terror
to my heart. But "The Devil is an ass." This is
apparently his common method. Because Mr. W. R.
Bradlaugh, editor of "The Christian's Armoury," 70
Kings Cross Road, London, W. C, England, published an e:iq>osure of Mr. Russell, he was successful
in extorting an apology, under extreme pressure and
threats, the shortness of time (which was only four
days for the defense to prepare the case), the distance to bring witnesses and the cost of litigation,
compelling Mr. Bradlaugh to publish in three successive issues of his paper a correction, withdrawal
and apology. Within two days, however, the lawyer for the defense was in the possession of facts
which should have made the retraction null and void.
Since that time Mr. Bradlaugh has published a full
explanation giving some of these facts, thereby practically withdrawing his apology to Mr. Russell and
he still continues the e:i1
.. 1osure of him. By wilful
misrepresentations and threats of legal procedure,
he has also compelled the editor of an American
church paper called "The Megaphone" to apologize
and retract. I received his request for an apology
on March 21st, 1913, and on the self-same date without it being necessary for one moment's consideration, I sent the following very brief reply. "On my
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Mr. Russell. According to the law of the State of
Pennsylvania, a few years ago, she divorced her
husband, obtaining alimony, which he did not pay,
but his friends made payment to save him; he fought
the case for five years, appealing it twice. On the
third trial not only did he lose, but the alimony was
increased and all the costs levied upon him. All who
know Mrs. Russell, speak in the highest terms of
her.
This, in brief, is the outline of the libel case
brought against me, and I declare that the facts
herein stated are truth.

RUSSELL BEFORE THE COURTS.
In writing further about Russell, or Russellism.
the authority for what I state is not "hearsay" evidence. I have before me the evidence obtained in
the Court of Common Pleas No. 1 of Alleghany
County, Pa., U. S. A., June term, 1903, before Honorable F. H. Collier, P. J., and a jury, when S.J.
Porter and D. F. Patterson, Esquires, acted for Mrs.
Russell and J. McF. Carpenter and W. M. Mclunkin, Esquires, represented Mr. Russell. Mr. Alexander Callow, the Official Reporter of the Court of
Common Pleas, No. 1 of Alleghany County, Pa., U.
S. A. certifies, under oath, that this document numbering from one to two hundred and fifty-two inclusive contains a full and correct transcript of all
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return to the city to-day I found your letter of the
19th inst. awaiting me. I have carefully noted its
contents and in reply I wish to say that I have no
apology to offer and no promise to make as to the
future and I calmly await the decision of the Canadian Court of law."
The High Court opened on March 1st, 1913, and
the case came before the Grand Jury for consideration. The only evidence that was in was obtained
from "Pastor" Russell himself under cross-examination. After·comparing the charges made in the leaflet with the evidence thus obtained, the jury found
absolutely no ground for libel and handed down the
verdict "no bill." Thus the case was thrown out of
court by the evidence furnished by "Pastor" Russell
himself.
The defense was exceedingly sorry that the case
did not reach the petit jury, that the facts we had on
hand might be made known to the public. During
the pending of the trial considerable excavating
work was done and the so-called "Pastor" Russell's
life and character were dug out as was also his
Christ dishonoring and blasphemous teaching. Our
witnesses were all present for the trial, but were not
called, it being unnecessary. Among them was Mrs.
M. F. Russell, the woman he promised before God
and certain witnesses to honor, love, protect and
cherish until death did them part. Mrs. Russell is
a modest, intelligent, charming devoted Christian
woman. One can see at a glance that she possesses
a vastly superior intellect and personality to that of
ABOUT "PASTOR" RUSSELL
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the evidence taken. I have also beside me the evidence obtained in the Superior Court of New York.
U. S. A., which was held in the presence of Justice
Charles H. Kelvy, Esq., and a jury, in Mr. Ru ssell's
libel case against the Brooklyn Eagle for damages
amounting to $100,000. Then I also have in my possession a complete and correct transcript of all the
testimony obtained from Russell himself here in the
police court of Hamilton in his case against me for
criminal libel, held before George H. Jelfs, Esq. Together with these documents I have his books, papers, letters written by him, etc., and knowledge secured from personal investigation into his life, character, teaching. and business methods, etc. What I
now tell the reader is first hand knowledge and I
will be prepared to defend it in the Court of Law.
When Mr. Russell's case against me came up for
its first hearing on Dec. 9th, 1912, it was necessary for him to be present in person to identify himself and to deny the charges, or whatever charges
which he claimed to be untrue, contained in the leaflet. Under oath, he positively and most emphatically
denied every charge made against hiDL The leaflet
was read part by part to him and he was asked by
the Crcwn Attorney, "Is this true?" His answers
throughout were "No. no, no," "Absolutely untrue,"
"Decidediy untrue," "That is not true," etc., until he
came to the "miracle wheat," and then he said, "The
item about the miracle wheat might be said to have
a particle of truth, just one grain of truth in it in a
sense." This is the only admission of truth, he al-
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lowed, in the charges made against him. By denying these charges, he claimed for himself a high
scholastic standing, having a knowledge of the dead
languages, having taken a course in theology, systematic and historical theology, ordination, church
affiliation and so on. But now what are the facts as
they were brought out by the examination on March
17th, 1913? As to his scholastic standing, he had
sworn that what was said about it was not true. Uoder the examination, he admitted that, at most, he
had attended school only seven years of his life, that
the public school, and that he had left school when
he was about fourteen years of age, just at the opening of the adolescent period, when the directional
element is so necessary in a boy's life. "Do you
know the Greek"? Asked the Attorney. "Oh, yes,"
was Russell's reply. Here he was handed a copy of
the New Testament in Greek, by Westcott & Hort,
and asked to read the letters of the alphabet
as they appear on the top of page 447.
He did not know the alphabet. "Now," asked
Mr. Staunton, "Are you familiar with the
Greek language?" "No, " said Mr. Russell, without
a blush. When he saw that he was caught, then he
admitted that he knew nothing about Latin, and
Hebrew and neither had he ever taken a course in
Philosophy, Systematic Theology and neither had
he ever attended any of the higher schools of learning. A trap had been set for him at every one of
these points, and having been caught in the first, he
thought it be-t for him to "own up before he wa s
20
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or any body of men living." After a considerable
pause and his eyes fixed on his feet in the witness
box, he said, "I never was." He was caught again!
and he was not abashed. This is the gentleman
that gives himself forth all over the world as a fully
accredlted mlnlster of the gospel. What a low
standard of morals he must have I W hat a seared
conscience he must possess. He swore he would
tell the truth, all the truth and nothing but the
truth, and that under the eyes of Almighty God.
But how artful he is even under oath in devising
falsely! In other words, what a fabricator.
We now come to Russell's domestic life. It was
such as to make life intolerable to his wife, and to
justif y her in leaving him and afterwards suing for
a limited dlvorce, which one court granted and a
higher one, on appeal, confirmed, and at the same
time most severely censuring "Pastor" Russell for
his conduct, which the court described as "insulting," "domineering" and "overbearing" to a degree
which made life intolerable to a sensitive Christian
woman. But Russell swore here that his wife had
not divorced him, and that the court had not granted
alimony from him. Under fire by Mr. Staunton, he
was compelled to confess that the court dld divorce
him from his wife though not "absolutely" and that
the court did grant his wife alimony. Had Mrs. Russell sued for absolute divorce she could not have obtained alimony, which she needed. In the divorce
that was granted, neither party have the privilege
of rmarrying. A limited divorce which is a dl-

23

ABOUT "PASTOR" RUSSELL

19

shown up." As it was, he was shown up. This is the
man who goes about claiming that he alone has the
proper understanding of the Scriptures, condemning
the transtators of the Bible and denouncing all ministers and teachers of the Word except himself, and
his little satellites, as ignorant, empty-headed and
deceitful. Russell has made quite a free use of the
dead languages in his books, but this is evidently not
done by himself, but another, with the end in view
of misleading the ignorant, and trying to catch the
educated He has familiarized himself with a few
big Greek terms which have become Anglicized,
such as "Apocalypsi s, Epiphaneia, parousia, parakletos," etc., puts his own meaning into them and
then goes about using them before his audiences,
and those who do not know any better think him a
highly-educated maIL This is the man also who
comde11111s all books and papers except those written
by himself or published by the Watch Tower Bible
and Tract Society.
Now as to his ordination. Remember that the selfstyled "Pastor" is still under oath and that he says,
"The oath is sacred." It is indeed sacred to him. "Is
it true that you were never ordained?" asked his
counsel. "It is not true," replied Mr. Russell. But
my counsel takes him in hand and being wileful, it
is dlfficult to keep the arch-heretic to the point. His
Worship, the Magistr·ate, was appealed to and Russell is informed that he must answer· yes or no.
"Now," said Mr. Staunton, "You never were ordained by a bishop, clergyman, Presbytery, council,
ABOUT "PASTOR" RUSSELL
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vorce from bed and board is ju st as bad as
the absolute divorce, which is a breaking of
the marriage tie. In order that my reader may
understand this I quote from the charge to the jury
by Judge Collier who was on the Bench at that
time. He said to the jur y: "In this -tate, one of the
causes for divorce is the offering of such indignities
to the person of the wife or husband as to render
his or her condition intolerable and life burdensome
and thereby forcing him or her to withdraw from
the society of the wife or husband. That is this
case, and it is totally immaterial whether it is a divorce from bed and board or a divorce from the
bonds of matrimony, because in both cases the family relation is dissolved and ever-y one is harmed if
the law is not complied with. I mention these things
because it is my solemn duty to do so, so that you
will understand it, and I have no doubt you do."
"With that in view, examine the evidence. This
lady must satisfy you, gentlemen, under the libel
she has filed, clearly by the strength of the evidence
that such personal indignities were put upon her
from time to time continuously for some period of
time, not occasionally, but continuously for some
period of time, so as to render her condition intolerable and life burdensome and force her to remove
from her husband' s hou se.
"You all know, your common sense teaches you
that, without a jud ge telling you-that every little
spat between a husband and wife, after living four-.
teen years together, is not a cause for divorce. Every
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little disagreement, not speaking sometimes, or b
ing rough, are not causes for divorce, because the
marriage relation covers all that. The vows they
take, as you all know, cover all that. It must be
something more than that, it must be such indignities to her person as to cause her to leave
her husband because of the indignities cast
upon her making her life burdensome and her condition intolerable/'
"Now with that definition apply the evidence. Another rule of law is that it must not be partly her
fault, it must be all the fault of her husband
You are to pass upon these facts, and you are to
judge of the circumstances of these people, their
intelligence, their manner of living, their pursuits
and everything of that kind. You will judge and say
whether these indignities, if they were committed,
caused her to feel that her condition was intolerable
and her life burdensome and she would have to go
away."
"If they did---and I have only mentioned some of
them, then she would be entitled to a divorce from
bed and board and be entitled to a divorce absolutely if that is true. There is no difference between
a divorce from bed and board, and divorce absolutely; don't get mixed about that. One is just as
bad as the other; it takes the same amount of
cause in the one case as in the other."
The divorce was given, and the alimony granted
Mrs. Russell. Russell had a considerable property in
bis own name. He tried to practise fraud upon his

wife by transferring bis property to corporations
and societies over which be himself had absolute
and complete control. Referring to this fact, the
court said, "The purpose of this whole transaction
was to deprive his wife of her dower interest and
was a fraud upon her." Mrs. Russell was compelled
to petition the court to compel her husband to pay
alimony, and an attachment was ordered Judge
J. R. McFarlane who was on the Bench at the time,
and had heard the petition e:\. n·essed the opinion of
the court in the following words: "The answer of
respondent to the rule for attachment is in large
part a reiteration of the defence, set up to the application to fix alimony. So far as he is concerned, it
has been adjudicated against him that his property
was disposed of by him in fraud of bis wife's rights,
and his iteration and reiteration of denial of this
charge is, at the least, in bad taste, especially in view
of the circumstances surrounding the sale by the
Sheriff of the Arch Street property upon a trifling
judgment against him." (This was the Bible House,
worth $40,000 conveyed by Sheriff's deed to the
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society for $50.00
on a judgment of less than $200. Transfers were all
made to this Society which he controls absolutely.)
"The transfers were made, so far as the respondent is concerned, without the right to do as against
his wife."
"To refuse an attachment would allow any respondent to put his property in the hands of a friend
who is amenable to his will, and then defy the power
of the court "
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When Russell saw that he had failed in this, he
attempted another course of fraud. He sought to
evade payment fixed by the court by fleeing from
one state to another, making it necessary for his
wife to get an e:\1
. Tadition order, which she did, and
which led to the condemnation of the cunning "Pastor" by a third court, and the increase of the all
mony. Commenting on Russell's defense and conduct on this occasion, Judge Delady said: "There
is not one syllable in the testimony to justify his
repeated aspersions on her character and her mental
condition, nor does he intimate in any way that
there was any difference between them other than
that she did not agree with him in his views of Ufe
and methods of conducting their business. He says
himself she is a woman of high intellectual qualities
and perfect moral character. W hile be denied in a
general way that be attempted to belittle his wife
as she claimed, the general effect of his own testimony is & strong comarmation of her allegations."
We have not space here to quote to any extent from
the court records of this case; all we can do is to
summarize the findings, and we will give nothing
but what is pubUc property and shall rather understate than overstate the case, from Mr. Russell's
point of view. It came out in the evidence first that
his "conceit," "egotism" and "do1nination" were
such as to make life intolerable to any sensitive woman. Second, that his conduct in relation to other
women was "improper." Third, that on one occasion
that he was silent to his wife for four weeks, and
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only communicated with her by letters of a r
proachful character. Fourth , that he sought by most
despicable means to isolate his wife from society,
and designed to get her pronounced insane in order
to put her away.
As to his "improper" conduct towards other women. That you might see that I know whereof I
speak and am telling the truth, I will quote from.
Mrs. Russell's evidence upon this subject taken in
the Court of Common Pleas No. 1. She is under
oath, and direct-examination by her Attorney, Mr.
Porter.
Q. When did you have your first material disagreement with your husband?
A. The first serious trouble with my husband was
what you stated this morning, the first indignity
with this woman who was in the office and in our
home.
Q. What was the name of the girl?
A. Rose Ball.
Q. That is the girl you spoke of a few moments
ago?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long had she been with you before this
trouble arose?
A. She came to us in about 1884.

*

*

*

*

*

Q. Did she live with you?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long did she live with you?

	
  
26

FACTS AND MORE FACTS

A. She was with us for about ten or eleven years
-oh, she was with us about twelve years.
Q. Just state what you observed about your husband's conduct with this girl in your presence in
your home,
A. Previous to this time my husband had suggested to me the idea of separation,. and he said if
I would agree to a separation he would give me the
house in which we were living. He said we were
incompatible.
Q. When was that?
A. That was shortly before this objection was
made, about 1893. We were still living on Clifton
Avenue.
Q. What brought about the proposition from
your husband?
A. A number of disagreements, and one thin g was
this; there had been letters that my husband had
written to parties to which I had to make very serious objections. One of them came to me in tbis
way. Mr. Russell had certain letters, certain envelopes that were marked, "Personal" was printed
on them, and he sent a number of these envelopes
to persons that he wanted to correspond with him
privately.

2
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Q. I want you to tell us what your husband did
in company with this woman Rose, in your presence and in your home.
A. One evening I spent the evening downstairs,
and our library and bedroom were ne11'.1 to each

other upstairs on the second floor and I spent the
evening downstairs reading, and I went upstairs
about ten o'clock to my room, and I supposed that
he was either in the library or had retired, and when
I went up there, I found that he was in neither
place, and I stepped out in the hall and there I found
that he was in his night robe, sitting beside Miss
Ball's bed and she was in bed. On other occasions I
found him going in there, and I found she called
him in and said she wasn't well and wanted him in,
and I objected to this, and I said that it was highly
improper, and I said, "We have people about the
house, and what kind of a name will be attached to
this house, if you do that kind of thing?" and he got
angry.
Q. You state that you found him doing this at
other times. How often after that?
A. I found him a nuntber of times; I don't remember how often.
Q. In her room?
A. Yes, sir. And I found bim in the servant girl's
room as well, and I found him locked in the servant
girl's room.
Q. Did he make any explanation why he was in
the girl's room?
A. No, he did not, he just got angry.
Q. What did you say to him about this conduct
and what did he say?
A. I said to him. "We have a great work on
our hands," and I said, "In this work you and I
have to walk very circums11ectly before the world,
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and if you are going to do things like this, what will
happen? Suppose you are all right, don't you suppose people will talk about things like this? and I
said, "I am not satisfied with it," and he said he
wasn't going 1or be ruled by me. But I felt distressed about that.
Q. When would he go to the Watch Tower in
the morning?
A. I don't remember; he generally went down
alone.
Q.. Who would return with him?
A. She came with him in the evenings, and they
came home about eleven o'clock and the young men
that were in the offic--she was the only girl, and
the young men would go home, and he wouldn't
allow her to go home with them, and she must wait
and always go with him.
Q. I want the mere fact Did this girl Rose go
home with your husband?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And the young men came home ahead of them?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. State to the Court and Jury what talk, if any,
you had with this girl Rose, in regard to her relations with your husband, which you communicated
to your husband.
A. I told him that I had learned something that
was very serious, and I didn't tell him right away
I let a day elapse until I felt I had control of myself
and could talk, and then I told him that I had som&thing very serious to tell him about this matter and

he said, "What is it?" and I said, "Rose has told me
that you have been very intimate with her, and that
you have been in the habit of hu gging and kissing
her and having her sit on your knee and fondling
each other, and she tells me you bid her on no account to tell me, but she couldn't keep it any longer.
She said if I was distressed about it she felt she
would have to come and make a confession to me,
and she has done that."
Q. W hat year was that?
A. He tried to make light of it at first, and I said
"Husband, you can't do that. I know the whole
thing. She has told me straight, and I know it to be
true." Well, he said he was sorry; it was true, but he
was sorry. He said he didn't mean any harm. I said
"I don't see how you could do an act like that without meaning harm."
Q. What year was that?
A. In the fall of 1894.
Q. Did you state to your husband at this meeting
any endearing terms?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What were they?
A. I said, "She tells me that one evening when
you came home," I asked her when did these things
occur? I said to him, "She says they occurred down
at the office when she stayed down there with him
in the evenings after the rest had gone, and at home
at any time when I wasn't around"
Q. Now, about the endearing terms?
A. She said one evening when she came home

*
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with him, just as she got inside the hall, it was late
in the evening, about eleven o'clock, he put his arms
around her and kissed her. This was in the vestibule, before they entered the hall, and he called her
lis little wife, but she said, "I am not your wife."
and he said, "I will call you daughter, and a daughter has nearly all the privileges of a wife."
Q. Then, what other terms were used?
A. Then he said, "I am like a jelly fish. I float
around here and there. I touch this one and that one,
and if she responds, I take her to me, and if not, I
float on to others," and she wrote that out so that I
could remember if for sure when I would speak to
him about it And he confessed that he said those
things.
When here in court, Russell confessed with some
difficulty that his wife had "found" him in his night
robe in the room of Rose Ball, sitting by her bed and
holding her hand, but explained that he was "only
feeling her pulse," he admitted also that his wife
"found" him locked in the room of the other servant
girl, Emily Matthews, but explained that he had
locked the door that the young woman might hear
what he had to say to her. Itis due Mr. Russell also
to state that in the Court of Common Pleas, he
swore that he was only locked in the servant girl's
room a minute, and in our Court, he swore he was
locked in the room but "two minutes." But his wife
has a little different story to tell about the length of
time that her husband was locked in the room.
Though not under oath-the oath makes no differ32
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ence to her she said, "It was between six and seven
o'clock in the morning. I missed my husband and
went in search of him. I called to him but there was
no answer. I went to Emily's room, and found the
door locked. I called to him, and knocked on the
door. I stood there for seven or ten minutes; then
he came out. I reprimanded him, and he only got
angry and said 'I will not be run by you.' These are
not my words, but a statement of Mrs. Russell to my
Ja·wyers in my presence. Though I will not vouch for
the truthfulness of this statement, I have all confidence in Mrs. Russell's veracity.

RUSSELL

AN D

HIS BUSINESS CORPORATIONS.

In the leaflet, Mr. Russell is charged with being
connected with "Lead," "Asphalt" and "Turpentine"
Companies. Under his direct-examination by his attorneys, he was asked, "Now if these charges did appear in the Brooklyn Eagle, are any one of them
true?" "They are not true," was his most emphatic
answer. "Not true?" "Not true." But when he was
forced into the witness box by the defense and
learned that we had the facts about these Companies
on hand, and the charters of them in our possession, he made a clean breast of the whole thing. He
confessed being a stockholder in the Pittsburgh
Asphaltum Co., which afterwards became the Cali-
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fornia Asphaltum Co., the organizer of the Selica
Brick Co., which he "entirely" managed from the
Bible House on Arch Street, Pittsburg, the Brazilian
Turpentine Co., in which he had a controlling interest, a Cemetery Company, located in Pittsburg, and
the United States Coal and Coke Co., with capital
stock of $100,000. It should have been most humiliating to swear to one thing and then, when facing the
facts, again under oath to be compelled to confess to
the very opposite. What do you call this? Is it
strange that the jury brought down the verdict "No
bill"?
But there is also the "Watch Tower Bible and
Tract Society." This is professedly a religious organization, having as the end of its existence the
propagation of Christian knowledge. Originally seven persons composed this society. In the evidence
taken here, it came out that there were only five
in that society now, Russell being the head and
President and one William E. Van Amburg, the
Secretary and Treasurer. This "Watch Tower Bible
and Tracl Society" was formerly "Zion Walch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pittsburg." Into this
society the so-called "International Bible Students,"
Russell's followers, "About 100,000 strong," as Russell says, pay their money. In 1912, there was paid
into this society in cash donations alone, no less than
$202,000. For every $10 sent in at any one time, by
any one person, there is allowed for that person, if
they wish to make the application for it, one voting
share. The voting takes place on the first Saturday

of every year, and that exclusively for the election
of the officers of the said society, which are three
in number, the President, Vice-President, and Secretary and Treasurer. The money paid into this Society is not in any sense returnable to the giver, and
non-dividend bearing; when one gives money into
that society, it is gone completely, it is gone, forever. But where? It came out in the evidence in the
Eagle case that only 50,000 shares had up to date
been issued of the 400,000 or 500,000 that could be
issued if the shares were all called for. This means
that there is represented in the Watch Tower Bible
and Tract Society alone, of which "Pastor" Russell is the head, and which society is the mother
of all his other business corporations between four
and five million dollars. It also came out in the
evidence that of the 50,000 voting shares--and remember that they are only voting shares--Russell
holds 47,000 of them. The other 3,000 being distributed unequally among the other four or six members of the society. On every first Saturday in the
year, as I said, this society of five men meet to elect
the ofUcers and Russell casts for himself, if necessary 47,000 votes, 1
·epresenting $470,000. He is always elected to the Presidency of this "Religious"
Society without opposition, in fact, he is always
elected unanimously. Is is any wonder? R ussell
financially and in every other way dominates that
society and clearly he is that society. He will say,
as he did frequently here "The Society says," or
"The Society has" or "The Society does," etc. But
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the "society" is always and only himself. When
money is sent into that society Russell has ab solute
control over it. In the Hamilton, Ontario, Insane
Asylum, then is a patient from whom Russell or
"The Society" obtained-how, I do not kno-the
sum of $10,000, this was all the man had, and there
is no hope of getting that money returned. Russell, or again, the "Society" for they are generally synonymous terms recognizes responsibility
in this case, and pays a nominal sum for that man's
keep in the asylum. This is a sample of how the
"Society" gets its money. It is no wonder that the
Society advertises "No collections" in its meetin gs.
But there is another Russellite Company, I wish
to speak about This is left to the last, because it
ha s a vital connection with the Watch Tower Bible
and Tract concern. I mean the United States Investment Co. The crafty "Pastor" has never been
willing to admit that there is, and has been, this
secret RusseHite incorporated body. He denied that
the United States Investment Co. was a RusseHite
Co., that he was the President or Mana ger of it, that
he was a stockholder in it, or that he had any interest in it whatever. He also claims that this United
States Investment Co. had long ago become def unct In the "People's Pulpit" a Russellite paper,
Vol. 3, N o. 13, in the second column, near the top
of Page 2, you will find the "Pastor" explaining
to his readers about this Company. He says, "I
have not one dollar invested in it; nor have I been
even nominally connected with it." I cannot under36
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ARTICLE 5.
Contemplated duration 20 years, unless sooner
dissolved by majority of the stockholders in number
and value of interest.
ARTICLE 6.
Officers--E. C. Henninges, Chairman and Manager; J. A. Bonnet, Secretary Treasurer and Manager; C. T. Russell, Manager.
The claim is now made that this U. S. I. Co. Ltd.
ha s no property, and has been out of business for
"many yea rs."
The records in Pittsbur g show
transfers of property to this self same society as late
as 1911, and November, 1912. You can see that the
U. S. I. Co. Ltd. is in existence, is doing bu siness,
and is just another name for Russell. It is purely
a holding Company for the Bible and Tract Society,
and it holds all it can get its hands on. We found
that the U. S. I. Co., which is Russell, holds or did
hold 28 hou ses and lots in Binghamton, N. Y., several lots in Tacoma, Wash., a farm near Rochester,
N. Y., a house and lot in Buffalo, a farm in Oklahoma, 100 lots in Texas, a house and lot near Pittsburg, and five thousand and five hundred acres of
land in Kentucky. This is only a small fraction of
what this company holds. We must remember according to the charter out of the $1,000 invested in
that company R ussell has, or had, $990.00 of it.
It is said that the other $10.00 was supplied by him,
giving the other two men five shares each, in order
to satisfy the law of that State. However that may
be, is it not clear that the U. S. I. Co. Ltd. is al-

2
7

ABOUT "PASTOR" RUSSELL

35

stand how a man who is normal intellectually and
morally can make such denials. His own Secretary
and Treasurer, testifying for the defense in the
Eagle case, swore that there was that Company,
that it was in the present doing business, and that
it was a holding company for the Bible and Tract
Society. That the reader might see how Russell
told the exact truth and nothing but the truth about
himself and this Company, I will give him an extract from the Company's charter. From the records in Pittsburgh we learn that this Company was
incorporated June 24, 1896.
The following is the extract from the charter:
ARTICLE 1.
Names of Subscribers: John A. Bonnet Ernest
C. Henninge s, Chas. T. Russell.
Amount subscribed by each: J. A. Bohnet, $5.00;
E. C. Henninges, $5.00; Charles T. Russell, $990.00.
ARTICLE 2.
Capital Stock, $1,000; dividend into 1,000 shares;
par value of $1.00 eacb--all paid in.
ARTICLE 3.
For purpose of buying and selling real estate, patent rights, stocks, bonds and other securities, merchandise, and building houses, etc. Location of Association and its 1>rincipal office, 58 Arch St., Alleghany.
ARTICLE 4.
Name of Association is U. S. Investment Co. Ltd.
ABOUT "PASTOR" RUSSELL
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together and only Russell. As it appears to me,
this is the way it works. The International Bible
Students all over the world, and others who are
foolish enough to do so, send their money into the
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, which is
Russell. A part of that money is used to pay the
expense of circulating Russell's literature, paying
his advance agents and "pilgrims," which always
means chiefly the glorifying of Russell, and the rest
goes through to the U. S. I. Co. Ltd., which is also
Russell, and is invested in lands, lots, timber limits,
houses, etc., etc. You can see it is all Russell. It
is claimed that he is many times a millionaire, and
yet he has not one cent that we could find in his
own name. If Mrs. Russell were not living, or if
the divorce were not a limited one, would such be
the case? To a!>i<. the question is sufficient

CONCLUSION.
Sufficient has been said. We mu st keep the rest
of our powder dry, and, therefore, will conclude.
I will not say anything about Russell's teaching except to re-aff"mn what was said in the leaflet. The
best thing on his teaching is "Millennial Dawnism" by Rev. I. M. Haldeman, D. D., published by
C. C. Cook, 150 Nassau St., New York.* The teaching of Russell is contrary to all the accepted stand•84 pagts, 10 cents.
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ards of faith, both Protestant and Catholic. He denies not only the fundamentals of the Bible regarding the God-given plan of salvation, but admits that
his views stand against the whole of Christendom,
without exception, and denounces every creed and
every orthodox church from the beginning of this
dispensation to the present. He claims that he is
the only one who has the proper understanding of
the Scriptures, and condemns, without exception,
the translators of the Bible and all ministers as untrue and deceitful. He does this only to attract attention to himself and his cult For a man to condemn all other men as liars, deceitful and cowards,
as Russell is doing for the purpose of exalting himself, makes him a deceiver and a false prophet, and
one who is not to be trusted in matters of religion,
to say nothing of morals. We charge him with a
moral nature very much below par, for which he
himself is to blame. Not to say .anything about his
"improper," "unprofessional" conduct with the two
young women mentioned in the evidence, when bis
followers must take the following vow: "As far as
reasonably possible, I will avoid being in the same
room with any of the opposite sex alone, unless the
door of the room stands wide open? exceptions (in
the case of brethren,) wife and children, mother and
natural sisters; (in the case of sisters,) husband,
children, father, and natural brethren;" we are made
to think that morals are not what they ought to
be. If this is evidence of good morals, I do not
know yet what true piety is. This is the vow taken

by many of the Russellites. What a reflection "on
the opposite sex." I charge him with consummate
conceit. Under the pretext of advertising and commending the Bible, he plasters sanctimonious pietures of his own face over all the bill-boards, and
pushes samples of the same picture under the doors
of our homes. Then in his papers and in the headlines of his sermons, which be pays the papers to
publish, he speaks about "great discourses," and
"big crowds," etc. Any mountebank can get a
crowd by advertising himself as Russell does, but
he will not get the same crowd a second time. It is
not every public speaker or quack that can employ
a promoter or advance advertising agent to publish
abroad his coming, and the sensational themes of
his discourses, and pay him $3,000 a year stipend.
If you have any doubt about the absolute truth of
what I here state, look in the Watch Tower for
January 1st, 1912, and you will find him speaking
of himself a hundred and seventy-four times, and
the Lord and Master but seven times. I charge Russell also with defamatory libel. He swore here that
the ministers of all denominations proclaimed in
public what they denied in private, and. so knowingly and intentionally were deceiving the people. We
charge him with perjury, or wilfully "making a
false oath. He denied, under oath, that he was
totally ignorant of the dead languages, etc.,
and under the test had to confess that he knew
absolutely nothing about them. We charge him,
also, with creating unhappy homes in our
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land, interfering between husbands and wives,
and separating between parents and children.
We have received many letters telling how
much unhappiness Russell and bis vagaries have
caused in families. A prominent lawyer in one of
our great cities wrote me, saying "Russell broke
up my home," and sent 1ne a letter of Russell's
to the lawyer's wife, suggesting divorce with
alimony, and asking that the letter be not shown her
husband. How vulgar! The following is an e:i'."tract
from that letter, written by Russell and signed by
his own hand. It is dated May 15th, 1908, and addressed from the Bible House, Alleghany, Pa. He
says: "Take up the following prescriptioJL Your
husband knows that be has no legal right to interfere with your religious principles, and that his case
would not stand in court that a showing in court
that he prohibited you from the exercise of your
conscience in a reasonable manner would be cruelty
and indignity to your person and conscience, and
be a ground whereon you could have a divorce with
alimony sufficient for the support of yourself and
children in reasonable comfort; for I judge that
your husband is a man of talent and property."
His knowledge of Canadian law is something like
his knowledge of the dead languages. We charge
him with accumulating vast wealth out of the gifts
sent in to him or "the society" by the guileless on
the prete:i'.t that it is alone the Lord's work. If
these gifts all go to the Lord's work. how can the
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, which is a

purely Russell concern, a getting society, and the
United States Investment Co., another Russell concern, a HOLDING society, have and retain
so
much property? I charge him with fraud, or practising a course of action which is meant to deliberately deceive the public, for personal advantage.
You will find in the headlines of his "People's Pulpit" that he announces himself, his paper and his
cult as "interdenominational," that is, something
that belongs to all the denominations. In the use
of this word, the paper is put into the homes of the
people by the authority of the Baptist, Methodist,
Anglican, Presbyterian and even Roman Catholics.
What a lie this is. Russell and his satellites would
not be allowed in any of the churches, Y. M. C.
A. buildings or even semi-religious halls on the
American continent or anywhere else where he and
his teachings are known, and yet he is an interdenominalist You will find, also, that he has seized
upon "the Layman's Missionary Movement" and by
inserting the word "home" into that name used to
deceive the people to call attention to himself and
to get "The Bible Studies Monthly," another sheet
published by him into the homes. People who do
not know any better, think when they see this paper, that it has behind it the authority of the great
Layman's Missionary movement of America. This
is a sample of how Russell and his followers deceive
the people. I charge him with blasphemy, or slander
of God and bis Word. On Page 298 of his Watch
Tower of the issue of September 15, 1910, it is writ-
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ten, concerning his books: "If the six volumes of
'Scripture Studies' are practically the Bible, topically arranged, with Bible proof texts given, we
might not improperly name the volumes 'the Bible
in an arranged forDL' That is to say, they are not
mere comments on the Bible, but they are pr-actically the Bible itself. Furthermore, not only do we
flnd that people cannot see the Divine plan in studying the Bible by itself, but we see, also, that if
anyone lays the 'Scripture Studies' aside, even after
he has used them, after he has become familiar
with them, after he has read them for ten years---if
he then lays them aside and ignores them and goes
to the Bible alone, though he has understood his
Bible for ten years, our experience shows that within two years he goes into darkness. On the other
hand, if he had merely read the 'Scripture Studies'
with their references and had not read a page of the
Bible as such he would be in the light at the end of
two years, because he would have the light of the
Scriptures." What blasphemy! "When man thus
belittles God's Word and makes his own superior
to that of God, it seems to be nothing short of the
worst kind of blasphemy. Reflect upon it-to conflne oneself to the Bible means outer darkness---to
take the word of this one man and never read a page
of the Bible means to be in the light." This inspiration has its origin in the pit! W ho is this man? He
claims to be "That servant" of Matthew 24 and 46.
Does it not appear to be clear that he is rather "that
man of sin" of 2 Thessalonians, 2 and 3? With all
44
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dated May 16th, 1913, to all the readers of Zion's
Watch Tower, the paper of which he is Editor, explaining why he did not take action against me in
the Canadian Civil Court. These are his exact
words, "I did not think it worth while to sue Rev.
Ross for money damages when he had no money."
\'Vhen he thinks it to his advantage and thus draw
public attention to himself, he goes about saying
that the preachers in "Babylon" have lots of money,
for they get such big stipends, etc. But this poor
preacher has "no money." I wonder how much
he wants? When Mr. Russell asked me to apologize, he assured me that he had no "unkind feelings," that his purpose in taking legal action was
not to put me in jail, but rather to "stop me in a
wrong course" and to clear himself. He confessed
that he did not have the power to stop me, as Saul
of Tarsus was stopped. Of course, he had no ulterior motive in taking the action that he did! Now
he tells his followers that the reason that he did not
take action in a civil court for "money damages," is
because I have "no money." Just think of it, "no
money"! Then plainly, he is not anxious about
clearing himself. A flve-cent verdict or a verdict
without one cent damages in his favor, would go
a long distance in clearing him and restraining others from exposing him. It is money that he is after. Is this not in perfect keeping with the whole
of his methods in his Judaized and Paganized religious propaganda? Had I money-but of course
I have no money-then he is sure--positively sure
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sympathy and sincere regret, I commit this false
prophet and shepherd to Him who judges righteously, praying that the Lord may open his eyes and
the eyes of his followers before it is eternally too
late, for it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
a holy and just God with sins unforgiveIL

RUSSELL'S EXPLANATION.
It is now May 26th, 1913. It was on the 1st ult.
that the decision of the Grand Jury was handed
down. I have waited all of this time to see what
Mr. Russell would say in his official organ, "Zion's
Watch Tower," about his treatment here in Hamilton. Up to this date no word from him in that
paper has been uttered.
Seemingly it is his
purpose to treat the decision of the jury here
with absolute silence, so far as the Watch
Tower is concerned. Had the decision been in
his favor or had I apologized, it would have been
vastly different. The world would have known
it long before this. But it seems that many of
his followers have been urging him to speak out
and to explain why he did not, and does not, take
action against me for libel in the civil court; rightfully they are eagerly desirous to see, if at all possible, their chief executive vindicate himself. As a
result of the pressure that has been brought to bear
upon him, at last, he has sent out a circular letter
ABOUT "PASTOR" RUSSELL
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-that the civil court of Canada would give him
some of it. I am sincerely sorry that I have no
money, and that the wileful Brooklyn "Pastor"
knows it. The Washington Post has lots of money;
that paper exposed him and Russell took action in
the civil court of that State for libel against that
paper, asking for a large sum of money. That civil
court gave him judgment for the enormous sum of
$1. He did not get very much money that time.
The Post had lots of money, and why did he only
get $1 by the judgment of the court? The Brooklyn Eagle has an abundance of money. Because
that paper compelled him to stand forth in the
limelight in his true colors, Russell sued them in
the civil court of New York, for the handsome sum
of $100,000. The civil court gave judgment against
him, thus justifying the Eagle for exposing him.
And now Mr. Russell tells his followers, as an explanation, which is certainly satisfactory to many
of them, that the reason for not taking further action against me is because I have no money. The
fact is that he took action in the civil court of New
York and failed, and then, thinking that he would
be successful he took action against me in the criminal court of Canada. The both courts have pronounced against him, and he stands before the
world still covered with the many sins charged
against him.
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The date of 1925 was kept constantly before the Bible Students, and the public, from 1919 to
1925. This handbill advertises the public lecture by Franz for the general public. On this website
is a link to newspaper clippings for the period 1919-1925 that advertise lectures on Millions Now
Living Will Never Die. Rutherford is the primary lecturer. What these items show is the widespread campaign carried on to convince people the world would end in 1925. It just made the
failure that much more dramatic.

	
  

31

Letter to the Watchtower from Dr. J.R. Mantey
The following letter from Dr. J.R. Mantey to the Watchtower is self-explanatory. Dr. Mantey
is the co-author of A Manual Gammar of the Greek new Testament, by Dana and Mantey. It has
been widely popular as a Grammar for first year students but is used extensively by many throughout their lives as a reference book. The late Dr. Mantey studied and taught Greek for 65 years.
Throughout all these years, there has been no response to the letter from the Society itself
and no legal action was ever taken. There have been attempts by various individuals to criticize
Mantey and defend the Society but they have not overcome the facts he states.
I received a copy of this letter from Dr. Mantey shortly after he had sent it to the Watchtower
and I was pleased that he gave me persmission to publish it. He wrote to me the following: “You
may publish any of my articles and cassettes which expose Jehovah’s Witnesses. Any of my
writings may be copied. The more people read them the better I feel.” In a personal conversation with Dr. Mantey, he was even more pointed in his codemnation of the Watchtower, comments that can be seen and heard today on the internet in video clips and interviews. The late Dr.
Walter Martin, himself a researcher in cult organizations and doctrines, had an interview with Dr.
Mantey as follows:
DR. MARTIN: In John 1:1, the New World Translation (NWT) says that “the Word
was a God,” referring to Jesus Christ. How would you respond to that?
DR. MANTEY: The Jehovah’s Witnesses have forgotten entirely what the order of
the sentence indicates - that the “Logos” has the same substance, nature, or essence as the Father. To indicate that Jesus was just “a god,” the JWs would have to
use a completely different construction in the Greek.
DR. MARTIN: You once had a little difference of opinion with the Watchtower
about this and wrote them a letter. What was their response to your letter?
DR. MANTEY: Well, as a backdrop, I was disturbed because they had misquoted
me in support of their translation. I called their attention to the fact that the whole
body of the New Testament was against their view. Throughout the New Testament,
Jesus is glorified and magnified - yet here they were denigrating Him and making
Him into a little god of a pagan concept.
DR. MARTIN: What was their response to what you said?
DR. MANTEY: They said I could have my opinion and they would retain theirs.
What I wrote didn’t phase them a bit.
DR. MARTIN: I don’t know whether you’re aware of it, but there is not a single
Greek scholar in the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. I did everything I could to
find out the names of the translating committee of the NWT, and the Watchtower
wouldn’t tell me a thing. Finally, an ex-JW who knew the committee members personally told me who they were, and the men on that committee could not read New
Testament Greek; nor could they read Hebrew; nor did they have any knowledge of
systematic theology - except what they had learned from the Watchtower. Only one
of them had been to college, and he had dropped out after a year. He briefly studied
the biblical languages while there.

DR. MANTEY: He was born in Greece, wasn’t he?
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DR. MARTIN: Yes, he read modern Greek, and I met him when I visited the
Watchtower. I asked him to read John 1:1 in the Greek and then said, “How would
you translate it?” He said: “Well, ‘the word was a god.”’ I said: “What is the subject
of the sentence?” He just looked at me. So I repeated, “What is the subject of the
sentence?” He didn’t know. This was the only person in the Watchtower to read
Greek and he didn’t know, the subject of the sentence in John 1:1. And these were
the people who wrote back to you and said their opinion was as good as yours.
DR. MANTEY: That’s right.
DR. MARTIN: Often we find JW publications quoting scholars. Do they quote
these people in context?
DR. MANTEY: No. They use this device to fool people into thinking that scholars
agree with the JWs. Out of all the Greek professors, grammarians, and commentators they have quoted, only one (a Unitarian) agreed that “the word was a god.”
DR. MARTIN: You have been quoted as saying that the translators of the NWT
are “diabolical deceivers.”
DR. MANTEY: Yes. The translation is deceptive, and I believe it’s a terrible thing
for a person to be deceived and go into eternity lost, forever lost because somebody
deliberately misled him by distorting the Scripture!
DR. MARTIN: What would you say to a JW who was looking for the truth?
DR. MANTEY: I would advise him to get a translation other than the NWT, because ninety-nine percent of the scholars of the world who know Greek and who
have helped translate the Bible are in disagreement with the JWs. People who are
looking for the truth ought to know what the majority of the scholars really believe.
They should not allow themselves to be misled by the JWs and end up in hell.
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414 Palmetto Road
New Port Richey
Florida 33552
Watchtower Bible & Tract Society
117 Adams St.
Brooklyn
New York 11201
Dear Sirs:
I have a copy of your letter addressed to Caris in Santa Ana, California, and I am writing to
express my disagreement with statements made in that letter, as well as in quotations you have
made from the Dana-Mantey Greek Grammar.
(1) Your statement: “their work allows for the rendering found in the Kingdom Interlinear
Translation of the Greek Scriptures at John 1:1.” There is no statement in our grammar that was
ever meant to imply that “a god” was a permissible translation in John 1:1.
A. We had no “rule” to argue in support of the trinity.
B. Neither did we state that we did have such intention. We were simply delineating the facts
inherent in Biblical language.
C. Your quotation from p. 148 (3) was in a paragraph under the heading: “With the subject in
a Copulative sentence.” Two examples occur there to illustrate that “the article points out the
subject in these examples.” But we made no statement in this paragraph about the predicate
except that, “as it stands the other persons of the trinity may be implied in theos.” And isn’t that
the opposite of what your translation “a god” infers? You quoted me out of context. On pages
139 and 140 (VI) in our grammar we stated: “without the article theos signifies divine
essence...theos en ho logos emphasizes Christ’s participation in the essence of the divine nature.” Our interpretation is in agreement with that in NEB and the TEV: What God was, the Word
was”; and with that of Barclay: “The nature of the Word was the same as the nature of God”,
which you quoted in your letter to Caris.
(2) Since Colewell’s and Harner’s articles in JBL, especially that of Harner, it is neither scholarly nor reasonable to translate John 1:1 “The Word was a god”. Word-order has made obsolete
and incorrect such a rendering.
(3) Your quotation of Colwell’s rule is inadequate because it quotes only a part of his findings. You did not quote this strong assertion: “A predicate nominative which precedes the verb
cannot be translated as an indefinite or a ‘qualitative’ noun solely because of the absence of the
article.”
(4) Prof. Harner, vol 92:1 (1973) in JBL, has gone beyond Colewell’s research and has
discovered that anarthrous predicate nouns preceding the verb function primarily to express the
nature or character of the subject. He found this true in 53 passages in the gospel of John and 8
in the Gospel of Mark. Both scholars wrote that when indefiniteness was intended the gospel
writers regularly placed the predicate noun after the verb, and both colwell and Harner have
stated that theos in John 1:1 is not indefinite and should not be translated “a god.” Watchtower
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writers appear to be the only one advocating such a translation now. The evidence appears to be
99% against them.
(5) Your statement in your letter that the sacred text itself should guide one and “not just
someone’s rule book”. We agree with you. But our study proves that Jehovah’s Witnesses do
the opposite of that whenever the “sacred text” differs with their heretical beliefs. For example
the translation of kolasis as cutting off when punishment is the only meaning cited in the lexicons
for it. The mistranslation of ego eimi as “I have been” in John 8:58. The addition of “for all time”
in Heb. 9:27 when nothing in the Greek New Testament supports it. The attempt to belittle Christ
by mistranslating arche tes ktiseos “beginning of the creation” when he is magnified as “the
creator of all things” (John 1:2) and as “equal with God” (Phil 2:6) before he humbled himself and
lived in a human body here on earth. Your quotation of “The Father is greater than I am” (John
14:28) to prove that Jesus was not equal to God overlooks the fact stated in Phil 2:6-8. When
Jesus said that was still in his voluntary state of humiliation. That state ended when he ascended
to heaven. Why the attempt to deliberately deceive people by mispunctuation by placing a
comma after “today” in Luke 23:43 when the Greek, Latin, German and all English translations
except yours, even the Greek in your KIT, the comma occurs after lego (I say)? - “today you will
be with me in Paradise”. II Cor. 5:8, “to be out of the body and at home with the Lord”. These
passages teach that the redeemed go immediately to heaven after death, which does not agree
with your teachings that death ends all life until the resurrection. Cf. Ps. 23:6 and Heb. 1:10.
The above are only a few examples of Watchtower mistranslations and perversions of God’s
Word.
In view of the preceding facts, especially because you have been quoting me out of context,
I herewith request you not to quote the Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament again,
which you have been doing for 24 years. Also that you not quote it in any of you publications from
this time on.
Also that you publicly and immediately apologize in the Watchtower magazine, since my
words had no relevance to the absence of the article before theos in John 1:1. And please write
to Caris and state that you misused and misquoted my “rule”.
On the page before the Preface in the grammar are these words: “All rights reserved - no
part of this book may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the publisher.”
If you have such permission, please send me a photo-copy of it.
If you do not heed these requests you will suffer the consequences.
Regretfully yours,
(signed)
Julius R. Mantey
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Progression of the buildup, failure and coverup for 1975
From 1966 on, there was a constant presentation of the date, 1975. It was regular in its
appearance in numerous publications of the Society. The following pages show the progression
of the campaign without containing every publication in the years before and after 1975. There
was much more published and orally transmitted than is included here. There is no doubt that
the Society specifically and definitely pushed 1975 and what was supposed to happen then. The
Witnesses expected the end in 1975 and that can easily be seen in their publications. However,
as was to be expected, by the time of 1975 the excuses for a failure began to appear.
The Witnesses were even blamed for misunderstanding what was taught and for building
the date up in their own minds into something it was not, as here:
We may be forgetting that, when the ‘day’ comes, it will not change the principle
that Christians must at all times take care of all their responsibilities. If anyone has
been disappointed through not following this line of thought, he should now concentrate on adjusting his viewpoint, seeing that it was not the word of God that failed or
deceived him and brought disappointment, but that his own understanding was based
on wrong premises.” (Watchtower, Jul 15, 1976, pp. 440-1).

They have not set a definite date since 1975 but still keep before their people the probability
of the very soon time of the end. Notice:
“More is needed, though, than merely recognizing the sign. Jesus went on to
say: “What I say to you I say to all, Keep on the watch.” (Mark 13:37) This is of
utmost importance to all of us today whether of the anointed or of the great crowd.
Nine decades have passed since Jesus was installed as King in heaven in 1914. As
challenging as it may be, we must prove ourselves ready and keep on the watch.
Understanding that Christ is present invisibly in Kingdom power helps us to do that.
It also alerts us to the fact that soon he will come to destroy his enemies “at an hour
that [we] do not think likely.”— Luke 12:40.” The Watchtower, Feb. 15, 2008.

Another tactic has been just an outright denial that a date was ever set for the end. I wrote
an article in 1974 on the JW’s prediction for 1975. The article was sent by a fellow preacher to a
prominent Jehovah’s Witness who responded as follows:
“Mr. Barnett’s frenzied polemic concerning the date 1975 was actually amusing.
Where he got his information about the date 1975 I don’t know. He certainly did not
get it out of any printed matter published by Jehovah’s Witnesses. The book Life
Everlasting in Freedom of the Sons of God did not set 1975 as the date for Armageddon, Mr. Barnett’s claims notwithstanding. If you examine that publication you will
find that it set 1975 as marking the end of 6,000 years of human history according
to the Bible’s chronology. Nothing more. No one of Jehovah’s Witnesses has set any
deadline for Armageddon, 1975 included. Barnett’s argumentation is dishonest since
in his overwhelming zeal to shoot down JW’s he allows himself to indulge in a good
bit of misrepresentation. If 1975 passes without the appearance of the biblical
Armageddon I doubt very few Witnesses will be disturbed since the Watchtower
Society has not made the prediction that Armageddon will come in ‘75 in the first
place. Your hopes that this piece of writing you sent will be ‘beneficial’ are due to go
unfulfilled. You already wasted ten cents worth of postage to send it.”

That is typical JW doubletalk. Note: He says “if” 1975 passes without...” Freudian slip? He
also says that at least some Witnesses might be disturbed over a failure of 1975. Why would that
disturb anyone if such had never been taught? The reader can see in the following pages that an
end of the world in 1975 WAS taught and Witnesses were encouraged to accept and act on that
even to the point of selling property and dropping schooling. And after 1975, many thousands of
Witnesses left the Society because of that failure. In places entire Kingdom Halls withdrew
association from the Society and for a couple of years they lost more members than they gained.
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'This Generation
Will Not Pass'

l N .I:!: 'l' .I:!: .I:!: N cen turies ago the disciples
of tlesus Ch r i s L a pproached h i m a n d
ask ed: "'l'ell us, W he n w ill these thing:; be,
an d wh at will be the sign of your presence
and of tho concl usion of tho system of
thin gs?" In answer Chr ist poin tccl forwar cl
to his secon d presence. TTe foretol d worl d
wars , food shortages , ear thquakes and k in dred cal ami ties, sayi n g, too, th a t "th is
good news of the kin gdom" wo uld be
preached jn a ll th e i n h abi ted ear th for a
witnes:;. Then the end of the wick ed system of things wo uld come. (Mat t. 24:3-14)
Con tin u ing with this same theme, he declare d: "Tr u ly I say to you that this gen eration will by no means pass away u n til
all these thin gs occur. " (Ma tt. 24:34) Bu t
wh a t "gen eratjon " d i d Chr ist h ave i n
min d ?
Was Jesus using the wor d "gener ation"
i n a symboli c wa y? No. we should n ot say
tha t the wor d "gener ation" here has a
sym bolic mea n i n g an d th a t i t refers ,
for example, to per:;ons of the spiritu al
body of Ch ris t, excl u:; i v ely , or on l y to Lhe
tr u e Chris tian or gani:.rn tion it:;elf.
Th e wor d "gen er a ti on " a t Ma t th ew 24 :
34 is to be viewed in an or dinary sense,
as a t Act:; 13:36 and Mar k 8:12. Acts 13:
36 speaks of Da vi d 's very own gen er a tion ,
a liter al generation . The genera tion of per sons living in Jes us' time, persons who
sought a sign, accor ding to Mar k 8:12,
was a liter al genera tion . Th a t a symbolic
application to a "gener ation" of wicked
SEPTEMBER
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person:; is not mean t at Ma t thew 24 :34 is
app aren t when we read the pr ecedin g
verse: "Lik ewise abo you, when y o u see
all these things, know th at he is n ear at
the doors." It is the gener ation of persons
who "sec all these thin gs" to whom Jes us
refers i n verse 34. irrespecti ve of wh eth
er such persons arc righ teous or wick
ed. Si nce ,Jesu s was foretelli n g con d i ti on s
pr e - vailin g now a t the world's time of the
end, th e gen er a tion n ow l i vi n g is the
on e to w hich he poin ted for war d in his
prop hecy of the last davs.
Dible proph ecies in dica te th at Ch r i s t
was in staJl ed as the Ki n g of God's h eaven ly kingdom in 1914. Wi th ou t delay , the
newly enth roned Poten tate waged wa r
against the Devil and his demons, r esu ltin g in t heir ou:;ter from the heaven:;. (Re v .
12:7-9) 'l'h e "gener a tion" of Ma tthew 24:
34 includes persons alive at the time t h a t
th e wa r i n h eaven bega n i n 191'1. A 11 wh o
were l i vi n g or who came on th e scen e
ar ou n d th at ti m e are pa r t of th a t gen er a tion . Members of tha t gener ation will sec
the end of this world.
It should be noted. ho"vcvcr, th a t the
worl d's end does not come after th e
en d of th at generation. H comes wi thin
th a t gen er a ti on . J'esus h im sel f sai d. t h at
th e genera tion would not pa:;s away " u n t il
all these thin gs occur ." "Now le arn from
the fig tree as a n illus tra tion this p oin t: J
u s t as soon as its yo u ng br anch gi·ows ten
der an d i t pu ts for th leaves, you kn ow t
h a t summer is near. Lik ewise also yo u ,
wh en you see all these thi n gs, k n ow th a t
he i s near a L the doors." (Mat t. 24:32, 33)
Th e h appeni n gs th a t he for etol d do not i n d i
ca te
Lha L the end wo uld come in the next gen ·
er ation; they are 'the sign of his pr esence'
an d of the impending end of the old w orl d .
The gener a tion livin g in 1914. million s of
whom arc still alive on earth . will be liv
- ing when the encl comes at Ar mage ddon .
A mon g these persons are m a n y wh o wi l l

1962
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survive the destruction of the wicked,
many who will never experience death at
all.-Rev. 16:14, 16; J ohn 11:26.
As it is, it is difficult to assign any specific time period to a generation. This is
so especially in view of the fact that more
than one generation lives at a time on
ea1th . The1e is no clear line of demarcation between one generation and the next.
Children often associate with their grandparents and great-grandparents. The average life-span ·even ·varies from count1y to
cou ntry.Then too, there have been changes
over the years. Before the flood of Noah 's

row. As in the case of the rich man of
Jesus' illustration who planned to gather
his crops and build larger storehouses, life
may abruptly come to ·an end. (Luke 12:
16-21) So too, your own opportunity to
benefit from God's provision for salvation
may end tomorrow. The course of practical wisdom is to order your steps now in
accord with the righteous principles of
God's Word.-Prov. 3:19-22.
Centuries ago the need for proper conduct was emphasi:t:ed by the apostle Peter.
"The time that has passed by is sufficient
for you to have worked out the will of

Now it is much shorter. According to the
inspired psalmist. man's days are seventy
years, or. "because of special mightiness
they are eighty years." (Ps. 90:10) Yet in
saying this the Scriptures are not assigning a specific length of time or number of
years to a generation.

did not then occur, but the lives of those
to whom Peter wrote were going to r u n
out Thei r chance to work for God's approval existed then. How much more u rgent it is today! "Since all these things
are thus to be dissolved, what sort of persons ought you to be in holy acts of conduct and deeds of godly devotion, awaiting
and keeping close in mind the presence of
the day of Jehovah, through which the
heavens being on fire will be dissolved and
the elements being intensely hot will melt!"
(1 Pet 4:3; 2 Pet. 3:11, 12) I n view of
the coming destruction of the wicked, we
should live with a constant awareness of
the fact that the end is very near . that
it will occur in this generation .
Happily, the last generation of this old
world will not be the final generation of
mankind . The earth abides to time indefinite, forever, and God has purposed that
it shall ever be inhabited. (Eccl. 1:4; Ps.
104:5; Isa. 45:18) Before you is the prospect of blessed life in the new world of
God's promise. (2 Pet. 3:13) Right conduct and deeds of godly devotion performed now during the closing days of th is
wicked world's final generation are vital
if you are to have a place among those of
earth's future generations, generations
that will exist throughout eternity.

day man's life-span was hundreds of years. the nations," he said. True, the world's end

Even if we were to use seventy or eighty
years as the length of a generation. this
would not enable us to determine the time
for Armageddon's commencement. Why?
Because this war of God is not scheduled
to occur exactly at the end of this generation. It comes withi n the generation.
Within the span of a generation, the generation experiencing the realization of the
eventc;; foretold in ·Jesus' prophecy, the
lives of the majority of persons will he cut
short in Armageddon's destruction. When?
The day and hour are unknown to man.
-Matt 24:36.

Yet, because we cannot be precise in assigning a number of years to a generation
and because the time for Armageddon' s
occurrence is unknown to humans, that is
no reason to delay or procrastinate in doing what is r ight (Jas. 4:17) A young
man or woman may look forward to a
long life, hut time and unforeseen occurrence befall all persons. (Eccl. 9:11) Even
those young in years may die on the mor28
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Awake! October 8, 1966 - Starting the push to 1975.
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The time left, then, is definitely limited ,
and it is very short. Note , too, that Jesus
pointedly said "this generat ion will by
no means pass away u nt il all these things
occur." So we should not look for the
passing away of all members of that generation. The end of this wicked system
of things wil l come before all members
could pass away.
'Times of the Nations"
Bible chronology also verifies that the
"last days" began in 1914. One prophecy
based on chronology has to do with what
Jesus mentioned when he stated that "Jerusalem wil l be trampled on by the nations, u nt il the appointed times of the
nations are fulf illed. " (Luk e 21:24) What
Jesus referred to was a definite period
of time when God would have no representative government in the earth. The
last such was ancient Israel, wi th its capital in Jerusalem.
In the year 607 B . C. E . Jerusalem was
trampled on by the Babylonians. Daniel
4: 16 notes t hat "seven t imes" would pass.
At the end of those "times" God wo uld
set up his heavenly government, his Ki ng dom, under Chr ist "in the midst of [his]
enemies. "-Ps. 110:2.
Those "seven times," according to the
Bible timetable, would be a period of 2,520
years, beginni ng its count from 607 B. C .E .
This reckoning of time brings us to the
year 1914.* An d that is no accident! It
harmonizes completely wi th the visible
sign Jesus gave, which we have seen ful filled since 1914.
6,000 Years Comp leted in 1975

There is another chronological ind ication that we are rap id ly nearing the closing time for this wicked system of things.
It is the fact that shortly, according to
reliable Bible chronology, 6,000 years of

*

For details, see "Your Will Be Done 011 Earth,"
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, pages 94-103.

OCTOBER 8, 1966

human histor y wi ll come to an end.
The Bible shows t hat when God began
to shape the eart h for human habitat ion,
he worked for six "days," or time periods.
Fr om the indications in God's Word, each
was apparent ly 7,000 years in length.
Then, Genesis 2:2 states, Jehovah "proceeded to rest on the seventh day from
all his work t hat he had made. " This
seventh day, God's rest day, has progressed nearly 6,000 years, and there is
still the 1,000-year reign of Ch rist to go
before its end. (Rev. 20:3, 7) Th is seventh
1,000-year period of h uman existence
could well be likened to a great sabbath
day, pictured by the sabbath day God
commanded ancient Israel to keep after
worki ng for six days. (E x. 20:8-10; 2 Pet.
3:8) Af ter six thousand years of t oi l and
bondage to sin, sickness, death and Sat an, mank ind is due to enjoy a rest and
is in dire need of a rest. (Heb. 4: 1- 11)
Hence, the fact t hat we are nearing the
end of the first 6,000 years of man's existence is of great significance.
Does God's rest day parallel the time
man has been on eart h since his
creation? Ap parent ly so. From the most
reliable investigations
of
Bible
chronology, ha r - monizing wit h many
accepted dates of secular history, we
find that Adam was created m
the
autumn
of
the
year L,p26 B.C.E.
Sometime in t hat same year Eve could
well have been created, direct ly after
which
God's rest day commenced. In
what year, then , would the first 6,000
years of man's existence and also the first
6, 000 years of God's rest day come to
an end? The year 1975.* Th is is wort hy of
no- tice, part icularly in view of the fact
that the "last days" began in 1914, and
that the physical facts of our day in
fulfillment of prophecy mark this as the
last generation of this wicked world. So
we can expect
* See the book Life Everlasting-in Freedom of the
Sons of God, Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society,
pages 29-35.
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May 1, 1967

The Society was laying the groundwork for 1975. The momentum would increase to the full
expectations of that year. All of the figures from past dates with all of the expectations, with all of
the techniques to spur the lowly Witnesses to greater sacrifices and work are now beginning all
over again. The technique is so familiar to anyone who has taken the time to look at the history
of the Watchtower. The sad thing is that the Watchtower slaves today know little or nothing of
past failures.
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ed to be October.5 (.Julian) or September
29 (Gregorian) 537 B.C.E.-Ezra 1:1-4;
3:1-6.
" Here, then, very definitely established,
is another milestone-the time when the
seventy years of desolation of the land of
.Judah came to an end--about October 1,
537. (.Jer. 2s:ll, 12; 29:lO) It is now a
simple formula to detennine when the
seventy years began. One has only to add

70 to 537 to get ro7. So about October 1,
007 B.C.E., the desolating of the land of
.Judah and the complete emptying out of
its inhabitants was fully accomplished.
"" The importance of the year (iJ7 B. c. E.
in this Biblical chronology will become
more apparent in the following article, as
we seek an answer to the provocative
question, When was Adam created?

24 So when did the seventy years of desolation begin,
and when did 6ICY md?

25. The aINVer to what question
year «J7 B.C.E.?

is

related to the

Why ARE YIU llllDNG FORWARD Tl

HAT about all this talk
concern- ing the year 1975?
Lively discu
sions. some based on speculation, have
burst into flame during recent months
among serious students of the Bible.Their
interest has been kindied by the belief that
1975 will mark the end of 6,000 years of
human history since Adam's creation The
nearness of such an important date indeed
fires the imagination and presents unlimited possibilities for discussion.
But wait!How do we lmow their calculations are correct? What basis is there
for saying Adam was created nearly
5 3 years ago? Does the one Book that
can be implicitly trusted for its truthful
historical accuracy, namely, the Inspired
Word of .Jehovah, the Holy Bible, give
support and credence to such a conclusion?
2

L 2. (a) What has sparl<ed sinterest In.the year
1975, and with what results. (b) But what questims

are raised?

• In the marginal

references of the
ProtestantAuthorized or King James Version, and in the footnotes of certain editions of the Catholic Douay version, the
date of man's creation is said to be 4004
B.C.E. This marginal date, however, is no
part of the inspired text of the Holy
Scriptures, since it was first suggested
more than :fifteen centuries after the last
Bible writer died, and was not added to
any edition of the Bible until 1701 C.E.
It is an insertion based upon the conclusions of an Irish prelate, the Anglican
Archbishop .James Ussher (1581-1656).
Ussher's chronology was only one of the
many sincere efforts made during the past
centuries to determine the time of Adam's
creation. A hundred years ago when a
count was taken, no less than 140 different timetables had been published by se3. Is die date for .Adam's creation as fotDld in many
copies of the Bible part of the inspired Scriptures, a nd
dO all agree on the date?

1
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a m was created. Since man
an to count time with his
g, and since man's most anrs started each yea r in the
• reasonable to assume that
i Ad am was created in the
ar.
rough a careful independent
dicated Bible scholars who
the subject for a number of
ho have not blindly followed
nal chronological calculations
>m, we have arrived at a date
reation that is 22 years more
e past than Ussher's figure.
time is running out two dethan traditional chronology
.1ch of the mathematics and
·eally, of what benefit is this
:o us today? Is it not all dead
ninteresting and profitless as
ugh a cemetery copying old
mbstones? After all, why
any more interested in the
t 's creation than in the birth
Well, for one thing, if 4,026
1,968 (allowing for the
'ro year between C. E. and
gets a total of 5,993 years,
:umn, since Adam's creation.
in the fall of the year 1975,
seven yea rs from now (and
• would be the case if Ussher's
correct),
it will be 6,000
ie creation of Adam, the fa1nkind!
'ED AT CLOSE OF "SIXTH DAY"

' assume from this study
that Arm ageddon will be all
over mn of 1975 and the
long- ousand-year reign of
Christ
is chronology differ from Ussher's in
creation?
rned with the date of Adam 's creation ?
1ccur before 1975. but what attitude

499

will begin by then? Possibly, but we wait
to see how closely the seventh thousandyea r period of man's existence coincides
with the sabbathlike thousand-year reign
of Christ. If these two periods run pa rallel with each other as to the calendar
year, it will not be by mere chance or accident but will be according to Jehovah 's
loving and timely purposes. Our chronology, however, which is reasonably accurate (but admittedly not infallible), at the
best only points to the autumn of 1975
as the end of 6,000 years of man's existence on earth. It does not necessarily
mean that 1975 marks the end of
the
first 6,000 years of Jehovah's seventh
creative
"day." Why
not?
Because
after his creation Adam lived some time
du ring the "sixth day." which unknown
amount of tim e would need to be
subtracted f rom Adam's 930 years, to
determine
when
the sixth
seventhousand-year period or "day" ended,
and how long Adam lived into the
"seventh day." An d yet the end of that
sixth creative "day" could end within the
same Gregorian calendar year of Adam
's creation. It may involve only
a
difference of weeks or months, not years.
In regard to Adam's creation it is
good to read carefully what the Bible says.
Moses in compiling the book of Genesis
referred to w ritten records or "histories"
that predated the Flood. The first of these
begins with Genesis 1:1 and ends at Genesis 2:4 with the words, "This is the history of the heavens and the earth . . . "
The second historical document begins
with Genesis 2:5 and ends with verse two
of chapter five. Hence we have two separate accounts of creation from slightly
different points of view. In the second of
these accounts, in Genesis 2:19, the original Hebrew verb translated "was forming"
is in the progressive imperfect form. Th is
does not mean that the animals and birds
'

3L What do the first two chapters or Genesis disclose?
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In

Notice the section beginning with “The Difference.” They condemn others for setting dates
for the end of the world and thus are false prophets. The reason others fail, they say, is because
they don’t have the evidence. However, the Society claims that they do have the evidence
because they have God’s guidance and others do not. Notice that they say, “today we have the
evidence required, all of it. And it is overwhelming!” Yet, they have NEVER been right in all of the
dates they have set. Having failed miserably in 1914, 1915, 1918, 1925, 1930s, 1941. they now
have failed in 1975. By their own accusations of others, they condemn themselves as false teachers.
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of This Wicked
System of Things
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Now an old technique is being laid off on the Witness slaves. Society leaders did it before
and it worked to get more of the followers to sacrificial efforts to do what the leaders wanted of
them. Young people, schooling is a terrible waste at this time. A career is useless. The end is
almost here and “serving Jehovah” in Watchtower work is more important.
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pressure-ridden
order. I n fac t,
th ere is even good
reason to hope tha t a new order of God 's
m akin g m av begin w ith in th e present
decade. W h y is this?

H a pp ily, though, Jesus
said to those p u t ting th eir
t r u s t a n d h op e i n h is
K i n g d o m g o v er n m en t :
" B u t as these things st ar t
to occur, raise y ourselv es
erect and lif t y our heads
up, because y ou r deliverance is gettin g
near . . . . T r u ly I say to y ou , This generation will
bv no means pass away
until all things occur."-Luke
21:25 - 32.

F r o m th e y ear 1914 on, t he pressures
on m a nk in d h ave gr ow n dra m a tically,
b uildin g u p to a near - explodin g poin t . As
show n earlier in th is issue, f ulfilled Bible
proph ecy m arks t h a t year 1914 as the
start of the foretold " tim e of the en d" for
th e presen t stress - filled order. B u t at the
same tim e it m akes the gen eration then
liv in g a 'm arked* genera tion . H o w so?

Th e Jewish gen era tio n th at h eard th a t
proph ecy in t h e first cen t ury saw th e
fu l - fillm en t of Jesus' p ro ph ecy abou t
Jeru sa - lem com e tr u e less th an fou r
decades l a ter. wh en Jer usale m w as
destroved in the year 70 C . E . W e ca n b e
cer t ai n t h a t t h e m a j o r fulfill m ent of th a
t proph ecy in o u r o w n tim e w ill prov e
no less reliable.

Jesus showed t his in his grea t prophecy
recorded at M a t th ew 24, M a r k 13 an d
L u k e 21. Tru e, m u ch of th at prophecy
h ad a fu lfillm en t in the first cen t u ry. It
forecast the collapse of th e Jew ish order
a nd th e desolating of Jer u salem and its
temple. B u t Jesus' ow n words m ak e very
clear th a t this prop hecy w o uld h ave a n other fulfillm en t , a m ajor fulfillm en t , at
the tim e of his 'second presence .' Th a t
m ajor fulfillm en t is t aki n g plac e in this
" tim e of the en d" th a t bega n in 1914.
-M a t t . 24:2 7, 30.

Th e gen er ation livi n g in 1914 wh e n
'these thi ngs st ar ted t o occu r' h as now
gr ow n old. I n th e m ore t h a n h alf a
cen - t u r y th a t has passed, th a t g e n er a
t io n 's n u m b ers h ave con sid erably di m
inished . Y et the " a ll thi n gs" foretold bv
Jesu s for ou r day m ust occu r fully before
'this gen - era tio n p asses com p l e t el y a w
ay . ' T h a t m eans th a t the due tim e for
th eir full occurrence m ust be n e ar at
h a n d, verv close.

UR generation will
see the end of the

present

Jesus fore told the wars, famine, disease,
earth qu ak es, increase in crim e a nd oth er
distress th at h ave combined to bri n g such
a tremendous strain on this generation
since 1914. H e spoke of " a n gu ish of n ations" because of th eir not k n o w in g the
w ay out of the e xistin g dile m m a, wi th m en
becomin g " fai nt ou t of fear and expect ation of the thin gs c om ing upo n th e i n habited ear th ." Those words fit the condition a m ong m a nkin d from 19 14 on as
they do in n o oth er period of h u m an
history .
26
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A l l the oth er fea tures of Jesus' prop hecy
h ave n ow com e t ru e w i t h st ar tlin g accu r acy . We n eed n ot doubt th at h e spoke
inspir ed t r u t h w hen h e said th a t the gen era tio n seeing the sta r t of this " ti m e of
the en d" w ill also see its win du p. Th a t
wi ll m ean th e end of the present u nsa ti sfyi n g, selfish, oppressive old order a n d the
i n trod uction of God 's righ teo u s, refreshin g
new order .
B u t w h y is ther e reason to hop e th a t
this ch angeover m a y t ak e place even w i t h in the pr esent decade?
Th e Bible shows th a t we are

n e ar 111g

the close of 6,000 y ears of h u m an history .
AWAKE!
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Is This Life All There Is? 1974. Same old theme. The time is almost here, the end will come
within the lifetime of those alive in 1914, the generation of 1914, and “many” now living will never
die. Shades of 1920!
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Just like the Millerites in the 1840s, and other times in early Watchtower days, the Witnesses sold their homes, gave away personal property because the end is here and they would
have no need for any worldy goods. One can only imagine the severe disappointment and
embarrassment they suffered when none of what they expected happened.
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Just a few months before the predicted end of the world will arrive. The appointed time is
upon them and the coverup of the failure has started, just like in the past. That coverup escalates
over the following years.
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trine of the Trinity ('God in three persons'), the immortality of the human soul,
a hellfire of torment for the wicked, and
other unscriptur al teachings. They say
that the Witnesses deceived them, sometimes for many years-the same charge
that "false apostles" made against PauL
But now, they say, they have suddenly
seen the light-that these doctrines that
they had rejected were true all along. They
repent at having doubted such doctrines
and having talked against these while being
associated with the Witnesses.
Does not this wavering from one position to another raise questions as to the
sincerity of these opposers? Most of them
were former church members who came
to declare that such doctrines were false,
originating in non-Christian religions.
While they were associated wit h Jehovah's
Witnesses they offered proofs of their conviction to others as they preached to them .
Are these men, when turning against Jehovah's Witnesses, following the pattern of
the apostle Paul? He once was a firm believer in Judaism, believing that he could
gain righteousness by works of the Mosaic
law. But he threw these things down when
he became a Christian. His opposers said
that Christians should return to subjection
to the things of the Law, and trust in such
works for salvation. Paul answered: "If
the very things that Ionce threw down
Ibuild up again, Idemonstrate myself to
be a tmnsgressor. 11-Gal. 2: 18.
It is a serious matter to represent God
and Christ in one way, then find that our
understanding of the major teachings and
fundamental doctrines of the Scriptures
was in error, and then after that, to
go back to the very doctrines that, by
years of study, we had thoroughly determined to be in error. Christians cannot
be vacillating-'wishy-washv*-about such
fundamental teachings. What confidence
can one put in the sincerity or judgment
of such persons?
298

Moreover , Jesus said of his disciples:
"They are no part of the world." (John
17:16) But who can deny that the churches of Christendom are an integral part of
the world? Those going back to ally themselves with these churches ignore the fact
that the clergy have blessed the wars of
the nations, members of the same denomination praying on both sides for the victory of their own army and the destruction
of the other. Persons returning to support
these denominations bring back upon
themselves the bloodguilt from which they
were once freed.-Compare Numbers 35:
33; Revelation 18:24.
If a person has cleaned up from doctrines that dishonor God-the Tr inity, the
fiendish torment of souls in an eternal hell
of fire, the destruction of our planet E arth,
the support of blood-spilling national w arfare and like beliefs that would make the
Christian defiled as a part of the worldand then turns back to take up these doctrines again, he is doing what the apostle
Peter described of some persons in his day.
Peter wrote: "Certainly if, after having
escaped from the defilements of the world
by an accurate knowledge of the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, they get
involved
again with these very things and are over come, the final conditions have become
worse for them than the first. For it would
have been better for them not to have accurately known the path of righteousness
tha n after knowing it accurately to t u r n
away from the holy commandment delivered to them. The saying of the true p r overb has happened to them: 'The dog has
returned to its own vomit, and the sow
that was bathed to rolling in the m ir e.' "
-2 Pet 2:20-22.
MAKING SURE OF ONE 'S POSITION

How, then, can a person be sure tha t
his position is right if he has developed
faith in Jehovah God and His kingdom
through studying wit h Jehovah's Wit nesslHE,,.lCHIOllUER -ftMY 15, 1978
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They keep before the Witnesses the fiction that the end is still almost here and must occur
within the lifetime of the generation of 1914.

	
  

53

The Society had long contended that the elect class of 144,000 was filled in 1935. The end
of the world was supposed to close within the lifetime of that number. However, time was passing
and the elect were dying off. Here is the beginning of a change. There might be some of the
elect who would fall out of favor with God and be replaced with younger ones. And, some of the
recent converts bagan to consider they were in the elect. That extends the timeline for Armageddon. The only way one knows he is in the “elect” class is he just “feels” it. No evidence there.

	
  

As has been the practice of the Society, they browbeat the Witnesses into submission.
There can be no independent thinking; it is “dangerous” and “evidence of pride.” So, don’t think
for yourself, just listent to what you are told. It doesn’t matter whether what you are told is the
truth or not, whether it is dramatically shown to be error. The Society is God’s organization and
one must believe what it teaches at any given time because even the error comes from God.
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They still are hawking the 1914 date and the “unfailing” prophecy of the fulfillment of their
expectations in a very “short time.” Another claim doomed to failure.
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A United World
John, a young Canadian, "would bring the
world together into a single community."
Mikiko, ayoung gir1from Japan, explains
how she thinks unity could be obtained: "I
would make a land where only good people
live."And Milton , from Brazil, gives further
ideas: "Iwould like to see a united world,
with one government and one religion."

As the pr ec eding comparisons have
shown, the future that God promises is j ust
w hat many young people desire. This future will come to be a reality, for the psalmist, speaking to Jehovah, gives the assur ance: "You are opening y our hand
and satisfying the desire of every living
thin g ." (Psalm 145:16) B u t w hen will
these promises be fulfilled? Let's see how
some other youngsters answer.

AWAKE!-November 8, 1986

"And to him [Jesus] there were given ruler ship
and dignity and kingdom, that the peoples,
national groups and languages should all serve
even him." "Many nations will certainly go and
say: 'Come, you people, and let us go up to the
mountain of Jehovah... and he will instruct us
about his ways, and we will walk in his paths."'
-Daniel 7: 14; Micah 4:2.

The Time for a Change Is Near!
Carole, from France , has a "marvelous
hope" and foresees, for the near future,
"something marve lou s-not at all like the
w orld we live in ." Samuel, a 15-year -old
youth from the same countr y , also believes
in a complete change: "For the year 2000,
I visualize a w orld transformed into a beautiful paradise! Bu t I don't think that either
the present world or its rulers will live to

7
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The 1914 “generation” is still their key to understanding prophecy. Some of that will soon
change. Yet, the message is the same - The time is almost here.
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They are still pushing the end within the 20th Century. Time is running out with only eleven
years left.
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Still predicting. No let-up.
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Still at it. But, change is just around the corner.
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The change has set in. They are beginning a break with the past changing completely their
prior definition of “generation” and will even cease referring to 1914. Time has destroyed their
fanciful prophetic package based on the Russell/Rutherford speculations. The whole thing goes
back to William Miller and the Adventists. They all have been wrong for 170 years. The shameful
thing is that so many people continue to fall for the Watchtower line.
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To my fri en ds and neighbors in Fann in County
fr om:

Former local representative of the
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society; Jehovah's Witnesses
For over 22 years, since 1963,, many of you will recall
my frequent visits to your home, In support of the views
of Jehovah's Witnesses. Because I was particularly active in this work from 1963-1975, I appreciate your kindness and patience in listening to my presentations at
your door. However, for the past 10 years,you may have
noticed that my visits have become less frequent.
The Watchtower Society alluded to the year 1975 as
the end of the world, and when It failed to materialize, I
realized that Ihad indeed become a false prophet to you.
Several years after this much-promoted "end of the
world" failed to come In 1975, the Watchtower Society
revised It's largest selling book, "The Truth That Leads
To Eternal Life" (published in 115 languages,
100 million copies).This revision was necessary so that
the comments alluding to 1975 could be removed. Add to
this, the fact, that during those 22 years, more than 20
local residents were lured into becoming Jehovah's
Witnesses because of my ministry. Ifelt and indeed feel
now, a great responsibility to these individuals and to
you. In efforts to repair this personal transgressi on
against these aforementioned ones,It was necessary to
travel as far north as Chicago, through the southwest
states, and to the west coast, Now you may ask the question: WHY DID I WAIT 10 YEA RS TO ADMIT THE
FACTS?

My personal research over the past 10 years began to
make me aware of numerous problems. However, it was
not until a member of the Watchtower Bible and Tract
Society's Governing Body resigned, Mr. Raymond
Franz, that many of us became aware of the facts. He
made public, through his book "Crisis of Conscience"
detrimental history, past and present, that up till now
had been unknown to 99% of Jehovah's Witnesses,
Then, others like myself, knowing where to look, have
developed extensive libraries of old Watchtower
publications. In research pf these publications we have
found that the absolute end of the world was predicted at
least four times In a 100 year period.
(1) . 1914 The end of all governments, and false
religion; (predicted from 1876-1914)
(2) . 1925 - in 1920 a book "Millions Npw Living Will
Never Die" said that millions living In 1920 would be
alive in 1925 whan the end would come and resurrections
would begin.
(3) . 1938-19:1.1 - During these years, In the publications
"Face the Facts," and "Children," it was emphatically
emphasized that armageddon was so close that
Jehovah's Witnesses should wait until after the end to
get married and have children.

(4). 1975 - In 1!B> the Watchtower Society published
the book "Life Everlasting In Freedom of the Sons of
God" As in 1925 this time they pointed to 1975 as the end
of the W>001 year of man's existence. They also decided
it would be fitting for Christ's 1CXD year reign to begin at
this time.
To Jehovah's Witnesses this means the end, and that
is what we taught for nine years. So the Watchtower
Society's track record has a 100% failure rate when it
comes to predicting the future with regard to the Bible.
After years of historical research, a historian In
Europe was ex-communicated by the Watchtower Bible
and Tract Society, for his efforts. This study has revealed that the date, 1914, which is given as the start of the
last generation that will see the end of the world, spoken
of in Matthew chapter 24, has no support in the historical
records, so claimed to be its source. This year,historian
Carl Olaf Jonsson published his research under the title
"Gentile Times Reconsidered."
The factsi mentioned above, however,are not the most
devastating facts to be revealed. In the past year , these
and many more, have caused thousands pf people to
divorce themselves from the Watchtower Society, with
many more preparing to do so.
Friends, with respect to Jehovah's Witnesses calling
at your homes today, many do not know the facts , nor
can they bring themselves to consider available Information for fear of being excommunicated, and losing
total association of their family, and friends. The Watchtower Society policy is that those saying a greeting to,
who converse with, or associate with, ex-communicated
ones are subject to the same punishment.
THESE PEOPLE NEEO YOUR HELP!! I
Some of you have shown considerable interest in a
completely non,denominational study - a Bible
research program with Input coming from all persons
involved. In Bonham, a publishing company called
RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS , has been established to
provide publications, and other information for interested persons. If you are interested In more information, or have personal Input ideas, please feel free to
write or call:
RESEA RCH PUBLICATIONS
ROUTE #3 BOX 175'\
BONHAM, TEXA S 75418
PHONE: (214) 583-7015

THE BONHAM DAILY FAVORITE - Bonham,Texas,Wednesday, July 31, 1985

583-8302
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Note the end of the article, last paragraph. “It was only immature brothers and sisters reading between the lines who felt that Armageddon was definitely predicted for 1975.” What hypocrisy! In covering up their mistakes they will blame everyone but Society leaders. There was no
“reading between the lines.” The predictions by the Society leadership were too plainly stated.,
They were just an echo of what had been done before. And, they had used the same coverup
techniques every time they failed. Yet, they continue keeping the end before their people.
“Our understanding of the meaning of Christ’s presence helps to intensify our feelings of
urgency. We know that Jesus is already present and has been reigning invisibly as King in
heaven since 1914. Soon he will come to destroy the wicked and bring about vast changes to
this entire globe. We should therefore be more determined than ever to take an active part in
the work that Jesus foretold when he said: ‘This good news of the kingdom will be preached
in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations; and then the end [te’los] will
come.”—Matt. 24:14.” The Watchtower, Feb. 15, 2008.
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Religion
Witness Under Prosecution
Ex-.Jehovah's Witness R¥nrd Renz

tower newspaper aJUlounced that the

i1

s =shi h 'tikt
Gregerson who were "disassociated."
Not
A secretive and apocalypticsectshuns afornier leaderlong afterward, Franz was seen in a restaurant eating a meal with his benefuctor
or 40 years Raymond Franz devoted strain, he took a leave of absence from his Gregerson. That single sighting provided
his whole being to the Jehovah's Wit- Bethel duties early in 1980. Meanwhile, the technical infraction !or which Franz
nesses. The religion responded by raising the Governing Body had begun a secret was finally disfellowshipped by the Gadshim to the very top, as a member of its investigation of heresy rumors,and it used den leaders !W<:> months ago. "By one
worldwide Govemmg Body. Butit was a star-chamber tactics. Initially there were stroke they ehnunated all my years of serdifficult period for the leadership. In 1975 no direct confrontations. Instead, staff vice," says Franz. "I frankly do not bethe sect fuced a debacle: the present world members were allegedly threatened with ieye there is another organization more
did not vanish as Witness publicati<;>ns disfellowshipping_ to get their.testimony lllS1stent on 100% confomuty. "
had all but guaranteed. In afmth m which about doctrinal Cliscuss10ns with others.
From the leaders' viewpoint, howevdoubt is not tolerated, questions inevita- On May 21, Franz was summoned to er, it was obviously imperative to strike
bly arose in the minds of some believers. Brooklyn for a fateful grilling by his Gov- at Franz and the others. The dissenters'
Gradually Franz began to question other eming Body colleagues. Did he doubt that Luther-like emphasis upon "Scripture
teachings, and now, m a downfal_l as dra- Jehovah_ had only <;>ne chosen organiza- alone" rather than official interpretation
mane as an excommumcatlon within the non? Did he questlon the official End- was only one threat to the foundations of
College of Cardinals, he has, beenostra - times chronology? Franz sought to avoid the religion. Many other central Watch
cized, or asthe Witnesses say, "disfellow.... Tower doctrines were also at stake.
shippe."
e result is that the former
= For one, Witnesses believe that only
leadens being shunned by almost every144,000 of the faithful (a number taken
one he
ever work<'.d with, cut offfrm
: from Revelation 14: 1-3) will be "born
all relatives except his wife, and demed
again" and go to heaven. The faith's rulany hope ofeternal life.
ers, among whom Raymond Franz was
Officials of the Watch Tower Society,
once numbered, come from this elite. The
as the religious organization of 2,257,000
"other sheep'' who are loyal to the Watch
followers is formally known, refused all
Tower are promised an earthly paradise.
comment on the unprecedented case. But
Jehovah will shortly annihilate the rest of
Franz, 59, reluctantly agreed to break his
the human race. The dissenters reject this
silence and explain to TIME the accusaclass systeip..They contend that the figure
tions against him. Indoing so,he provides
of 144,000 is symbolic and that all believa rare glimpse inside the secretive headers since Christ's day will go to heaven.
quarters of the tightly organized faith.
Coming occurred secretly in

T

His uncle, Frederick W. Franz, 88, has
Franz is a third-generation Witness.
been the religion's top ideologue for decades and, since 1977, its head. Raymond
Franz began full-time work for the sect as
soon as he finished high school. He suf.
fered penruy during 20years as a missionary in the Caribbean, became a trusted
writer of official publications, andjoined
the 17-m=ber Governing Body in 1971.
Known to outsiders for their persistentdoor-to-door proselytizing, Jehovah's
Witnesses exist within what Franz calls a
"hermetically sealed" community; every
doctrinal blip or scintilla of sinis closely
monitored. Nowhere is this more tiue
than at Bethel, the sect's Brooklyn headquarters. By Franz's account, reading or
studying of the Bible is considered "evil"
unless conducted in authorized discussions following Watch Tower doctrinal
guides, lest staffers veer into error.
Because ofhis own work as anauthor
of an official volume about the Bibleand a
growing feeling that Watch Tower discipline was too harsh, Franz privately concluded that the religion emphasized human organization rather than biblical
teachings.Says he: "While producing people who were outwardly moral, they subverted the essential qualities of humility,
compassion andmercy."
Franz never hinted at his uncertaintiesas he delivered speeches in 50 nations
through the 1970s. But to easehis internal
i6

he Witnesses also teach that the Second
1914, a date reached by complex historical and biblical rationales; the end ofthe
world system must occur during the present generation (an interpretation of Luke
21: 32: "This generation will not pass
away till allhas taken place"). The dissidents have come to believe that Christ's
kingdom and the "last days"were inaugurated at abou!A ._D. 33, and that Christ's
Losing heaven over one restaurant mealecoTnhd Cdirnmtg is a_fututrh
e event-' hav
e ssen ers, m o er W01W>,
e
confrontation but could "only bend so
far." It was not enough. Opponents were
unable to get a two-thirds majority for his
disfellowshipping on the spot, but he was
forced to resign from Bethel. Inall, about
a dozen officials were purged, almost certainly tl1e worst doctrinal crisis Watch
Tower headquarters has ever faced
But the pursuit ofFranzwas not over.
As a refugee from Bethel and his life's
work, he found himself with few marketable skills, a $10,000 settlement from
headquarters and $600 in personal savipgs. He turned to an old friend in the
faith, Peter Gregerson of Gadsden., Ala .,
who runs a regional supermarket chain.
Gregerson loaned Franz and his wife a
house trailer to live in and gave him work
as a handyman. By 1981 Gregerson too
had begun to question Watch Tower dogma and resigned from the faith.
Six months later, the official Watch-

moved toward conventional Christianity,
except for continuing to reject Christ's divinity. For his part, Franz hasnot becomea
bitter Watch Tower antagonist. "There is
no life outside the organization" is all he
will say about the pain ofhis shunning. But
other ex-Witnesses have launched a barrage ofprotests, publications and lawsuits.
1hese dissidents contend that roughly
1million people have left the Watch Tower
ranks over the past decade. The Witnesses
report that they are stillgrowing, thanks to
nonstop recruiting. Still, that success may
not go on for long. They have necessarily
backed off the 1975 date, but the End must
occur duringthe lifetime of people who still
remember the earthly events ofl914. With
the rapidly thinning ranks of such oldsters,
the Witnesses confront an increasingly
troublesome, self-imposed and absolute
deadline.
-ByRichtudN. Ostling.
ReporfBd by Ann• ConstablalAJl811ta
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